
                       

When Disaster Strikes... 

Who Can Help Until The 
Professionals Arrive? 

What if... a tornado touched down in your community, destroying 
many homes and businesses?  Power lines and twisted trees lay in 
the streets, and gas hisses from ruptured pipes. Some houses 
stand, while others are gone.  The local fire station and EMS has 
also been destroyed.  After checking your own home, you look 
around the neighborhood and, to your horror, the elementary 
school down the street has sustained damage.  It’s a school day, 
and you realize there are at least a hundred kids and about ten 
adults that may be injured.  You run to the school and hear the 
cries of some of the children trapped inside.  Other people arrive on 
the scene, some are terrified, grief stricken parents who frantically 
begin screaming their child’s name.  You know it may be many 
hours or  even days before professional emergency responders  
arrive. 

What if... you live in a small community with one fire station, one 
EMS vehicle, and a police department of three officers.  You are 
working in the main industry in the area, a large manufacturing 
plant.  A huge propane tank located outside the plant explodes, 
damaging the building and injuring several people.  You know the 
town’s resources are small, and it will be hours before outside 
resources can be on the scene.  You hear the screams of the 
injured and cries for help.  What can you do until the professional 
emergency responders arrive? 

CERT can give you training in the skills you need to take immediate 
and effective action, organizing the efforts of the civilian volunteers 
at the scene and safely initiating the rescue of the victims. 

Catastrophes like these may happen only once in a hundred years 
in your community; but, when they do, will you be ready?  Even if 
you need these skills only once in your life, the training will be well 
worth it, especially to those saved. 

What if... 

 

 



Disasters like tornadoes, floods, earthquakes, blizzards, or even 
terrorist attacks can strike Indiana with little or no warning.  When 
they do, you and the people in your community, your neighborhood 
or workplace face serious immediate dangers to life and limb.  It 
may be hours or days before professional first responders, such as 
firefighters, law enforcement officials, or emergency medical 
personnel arrive at your location to help.  They may be 
overwhelmed with  calls for assistance. Streets or roads to your 
area may be blocked by debris, water or snow. 

Experience has shown us that after a disaster, 80% of the first 
responders at the scene are citizens just like you.  You may have 
seen news footage of citizens in Japan or South America or even 
here in America in California, Florida, or Indiana desperately 
searching the rubble for victims.  Unfortunately, most citizens are 
untrained in basic skills that can save lives and restore order to 
chaos.  The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) can 
be the best option your community can have between the time the 
disaster strikes and when the professional emergency responders 
arrive.  CERT is your community’s temporary lifeline. 

CERT is not meant to replace the professional first responders.  It 
is intended as a community self-help program to be used in times 
of disaster until the professionals arrive.  It provides people on the 
scene who have basic training in first-aid and triage, light search 
and rescue, small fire suppression, and disaster scene 
organization. This is a great relief to the victims and assistance to 
the professional first responders.  It means immediate response.  It 
means lives can be saved. 

CERT teams are citizens trained by local professionals (fire, law 
enforcement, emergency medical, and emergency management 
personnel) in the skills most important to the situation. When the 
disaster happens, the team members first take care of their 
personal situation, and then meet as a team to organize and 
provide assistance as they were taught to do by the professionals. 

 

There is no question that disasters will strike… 
The question is when. 

Hoosiers have always been known for their voluntary spirit. You’ve 
seen them on television during recent floods and tornadoes.  
Chances are that if catastrophe strikes your community, you would 
be one of the first people out there helping those around you.  If this 
is true and if you are interested in receiving training in the skills you 
will need to be more effective in saving lives and protecting yourself 
in the process, then become a CERT volunteer.  It’s easy.  Contact 
your Allen County CERT Coordinator.   

It’s A Volunteer Program 

If selected, you will be enrolled in basic CERT training (a 28 hour 
course taught in your area by local trainers from Allen County fire 
departments, law enforcement agencies, emergency medical 
providers, and your emergency management agency).  You will 
then receive a backpack filled with basic materials and equipment 
you will need at the scene.  You will participate in regular 
supplemental training and mock disasters to enhance your skills.   

Then What Happens 

CERT Teams can be organized in neighborhoods, businesses, 
manufacturing facilities, churches, and schools.    Wherever groups 
of people are in your community, CERT could mean the difference 
between life and death.  

Where Can CERT Be Organized? 

For more information or if you would like to volunteer: 
Contact your Allen County CERT Coordinator 

(260) 449-4663 
www.allencounty.us/homeland/ 
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