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LEGISLATIVE CHANGES 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2014 

 

 

1. Cost of Mailing by Certified or Registered Mail 

 House Enrolled Act 1347 added Ind. Code 33-32-2-10 in an effort to offset the costs of 

postage incurred by the Clerk’s office over the life of a case.  This new section outlines who is 

responsible for mailing costs when the Clerk’s office sends a document by certified or registered 

mail.   

 

 Beginning July 1, 2014, the cost of service by certified or registered mail being sent by 

the Clerk is included in the filing fee to only one address per party to be served.  Any 

additional addresses per party beyond the first must be accompanied with a payment to the 

Clerk’s office in the amount of $6.00 per address.  In lieu of this charge, the person may also 

provide the Clerk with pre-paid certified postage materials.   

 

After the initial filing of the case, any filings that must be served upon any party by 

certified or registered mail by the Clerk must be accompanied with a payment to the Clerk’s 

office in the amount of $6.00 per envelope.  In lieu of this charge, the person may also provide 

the Clerk with pre-paid certified postage materials.   

 

2. Confidentiality of Juvenile Paternity (JP) Cases 

Senate Enrolled Act 19 amended Ind. Code 31-39-1-1 in an effort to enhance access to 

Juvenile Paternity (JP) cases.  According to the Indiana Supreme Court’s Division of State Court 

Administration, the current interpretation of this change is as follows: 

 

A. JP cases opened on or after July 1, 2014 are no longer confidential by statute.  

Some information filed in a JP case will continue to be considered 

confidential and will require compliance with Trial Rule 5(G) – “the green 

paper rule.” 

 

B. JP cases disposed prior to July 1, 2014 will remain confidential.  These cases 

will not be put on public access. 

 

C. JP cases currently open, including those that are currently closed but will 

become redocketed, will be partially confidential.  Any portion of the case 

created prior to July 1, 2014 will remain confidential.  Any filings or records 

for the case made after July 1, 2014 will not be confidential, unless Trial Rule 

5(G) requires a particular filing to remain confidential and placed on green 



paper.  A new non-confidential Chronological Case Summary will be created 

for cases with activity after the July 1, 2014 transition.  

  

D. Prospective attorneys to a case will be allowed access to the confidential JP 

cases upon filing an Affirmation to Maintain Confidentiality.  This new form 

will be made available through the Division of State Court Administration. 

 

E. JP cases, except those deemed confidential, will now be accessible by visiting 

https://quest.acjc.us/equest/publicaccess.jsp. 

 

3. Criminal Code Revision 

House Enrolled Act 1006 was a major revision of the Indiana criminal codes.  Under this 

new law, criminal penalties will change from the current four levels of felonies (A through D) to 

six felony levels (1 through 6).  Under this HEA 1006, offenders would serve 75% of the 

sentence.  Misdemeanor classifications and penalty ranges will not change.   

 

4. Expungements 

Although House Enrolled Act 1155 which amended the expungement laws was made 

effective upon passage (March 26, 2014), there have been revised interpretations of this bill from 

the Division of State Court Administration.  Most importantly, no filing fees will now be charged 

for filing a petition for expungement.  On July 29, 2014 a formal determination will be made by 

a state-wide committee to determine if the MI case which is used for the expungement petition is 

also to be considered confidential.  Useful guides regarding expungements, among other court 

related topics, may be found at http://www.in.gov/judiciary/admin/2492.htm. 

 

5. Quiet Title to Real Estate 

House Enrolled Act 1347 amended Ind. Code 32-30-3-17 and dealt with the process 

underlying an action to quiet title of real estate.  Upon the request of a party, the Clerk shall 

certify the copy of the final judgment and collect the cost of certifying the record.  The party 

shall then take the certified judgment to the Recorder’s office for recording and shall pay the 

Recorder the applicable recording fee.  

 

If you have any questions regarding these changes, please feel free to contact my office at 

(260) 449-7245.   

 

Lisbeth A. Borgmann 

Clerk of the Courts 
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