FamilyWize in Allen County Approaches $2
Million Savings Mark
The FamilyWize program
is poised to exceed $2
million in savings for Allen
County residents who use
the prescription drug
discount card, according
to an announcement from
officials with United Way
of Allen County and the
Allen County Board of
Commissioners.
Since FamilyWize was
introduced in Allen County
in 2007, residents have
been able to save nearly
$1.8 million on their
prescription drugs. The
average saved on a
prescription is $17.60, or
32.5 percent.
According to figures
compiled by FamilyWize,
the program saved county
residents a total of
$439,293 in 2014 — a

new one-year record and
an increase of more than
$123,000 compared to
the previous year. The
card was used 19,840
times last year, also a
new record.
The United Way of Allen
County began offering the
program to residents
through its partner
agencies in March of
2007. In April 2008, the
Board of Commissioners
teamed up with United
Way to help publicize the
program and distribute
cards in the community.
"Without prescription
assistance, families are
left making difficult
decisions between getting
medications and buying
food,” said Commissioner

Nelson Peters. “Our
partnership
with
FamilyWize and United
Way of Allen County
means we can reach into
our community to help
residents afford the
medications they need
and deserve."
FamilyWize cards can be
used by everyone in the
community, not just
people without insurance.
They can even be used by
people with health
benefits,
including
Medicaid or Medicare.
Most local pharmacies
accept the cards, which
have no usage or age
limits,
income
requirements
or
registration forms.

“Living Proof
Live with Beth
Moore" was one
of several soldout events held
in the Allen
County War
Memorial
Coliseum during
2014.

Randy
L.
Brown,
Executive Vice President
& General Manager,
explained to trustees that
a strong fourth quarter

with a number of major
events allowed for a
financial recovery from
earlier in the year, when it
snowed 11 of the first 14
weekends of 2014.
Financially, the Coliseum
finished the year in the
black, with net revenues
of $34,180.
"At a time when many
arena and convention
venues are a financial
drain
on
their
communities,
the
Memorial
Coliseum
continues to out-perform
most venues in the
industry,"
Brown

January/February
2015

Winter Fun at Allen
County Parks
Details on Page 8

(continued on page 2)

Coliseum Records 24th Consecutive Year
of One Million Visitors
The Allen County War
Memorial
Coliseum
hosted a total of
1,020,685 visitors in
2014,
the
24th
consecutive year that the
facility saw at least one
million guests. This and
other details of financial
performance from 2014
were reviewed at the
annual meeting of the
Coliseum Board of
Trustees on February 11.
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explained. "In fact, 100%
of our $5.2 million of
revenue was earned
revenues
from
operations. Our day-to-day
operations are not
municipally funded."
Other 2014 performance
highlights included a 1%
increase in Event Use
Days, to 1,302, as well
as,
an
estimated
economic impact to the
greater Allen County
community
of
$100,425,976, in the
form of direct and indirect
spending.
(continued on page 2)
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Coliseum Board of Trustees Holds Annual Meeting
Brown and Jerry Noble, of
MSKTD & Associates, then
gave the board a report on
Conference
Center
construction and detailed
s u m m e r
c a p i t a l
improvements planned.

Groundbreaking
ceremonies for
the Memorial
Coliseum’s new
Conference
Center were held
Nov. 10.

The Conference Center is on
schedule to open on January
1, 2016, with the first event
being the Bridal Spectacular
& Beyond wedding show, the
following weekend.
The board approved five
summer capital improvement
projects. The first project will
be replacing all 168 sports
lighting fixtures in the arena

with high efficiency LED
fixtures, providing "instant on"
functionality
and
maintenance and utility
savings. Other projects
include renovation of the
Komets and Mad Ants locker
rooms, upgrading the ice
making compressor and
replacing the scoring section
of the four-sided main arena
scoreboard. Finally, work will
commence to build "Veterans
Plaza" on the north side of the
arena, visible from the
intersection of Coliseum
Boulevard and Parnell
Avenue, bringing the plane,
eternal flame and anchor
from the USS Indiana,

together
location.

(continued from page 1)

in

one

central

"The Veterans Plaza project is
exciting because it's about
our mission – to be a living
memorial to veterans," Brown
said.

Commissioners, Council Reorganize for the New Year
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners and Allen
County Council have elected
new officers for 2015.
Du rin g th e B oa rd of
Commissioners’ legislative
session on Jan. 9, Nelson
Peters was elected as the
new president.
Peters is
serving his third consecutive
term as first district
commissioner. He served as
the board’s vice president last
year.

Commissioner Therese
Brown, second district
commissioner and immediate
past president, was elected
vice president for the coming
year.
Third district Commissioner
Linda Bloom was chosen to
serve as secretary.
Both
Brown and Bloom were reelected to four-year terms last
November.
During the Council’s
reorganization session on Jan.

8, Tom Harris was
unanimously chosen to serve
as the new president. Harris
was re-elected last November
to his second four-year term
as
second
district
councilman.
Roy Buskirk, one of three atlarge councilmen, was
unanimously re-elected vice
president for the coming year.
Buskirk is in the middle of his
third consecutive term on the
council.

Rx Card Saves Residents $430,000 in 2014
"Our goal is to help our Allen
County neighbors live better,
more stable lives,” added
David Nicole, President and
CEO of United Way of Allen
County. “This program helps
alleviate the cost of
prescription medication and
allows those dollars to be
spent on other critical
household necessities. In
short, it expands our
community's resources and a
household's budget."

FamilyWize cards can be
obtained
online
at
www.familywize.org. You can
also text the word “family” to
700700 to get a free
FamilyWize card sent to your
cell phone by text.
In
addition, cards are available
at any of the Associated
Churches of Fort Wayne’s 28
food bank locations or by
contacting United Way of Allen
County or the Board of
Commissioners’ office

(continued from page 1)

And you can now take your
prescription savings mobile
with the new FamilyWize App.
The FamilyWize App is free to
download, easy-to-use and
available to everyone.
Download it now to have all
the features of FamilyWize.org
at your fingertips.
Find out more about the app
by going to the County/City
Intranet.
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New Look, Features for County Website in 2015
The new year has brought a
new look plus some new
features to Allen County
government’s website —
www.allencounty.us.
We approached the project of
refreshing the website with
the goal of making it as user
friendly as possible. Part of
that involved reviewing data
which showed us why most
people were going on the site
and which areas were being
visited the most.
The front page of the site
contains some of the same
features as before.
You'll
note midway down that we
provide news and information
about County government.
We've also added an events
section which lets you know
about future meetings of
many of our governmental
bodies.

At the bottom of the page, you
can check out the various
ways of interacting with
county governmental through
social media on sites such as
Facebook, Twitter and You
Tube.
One of the things we wanted
to make easier was your
ability to navigate the website.
That's why we put in the
"Browse by Need" tab at the
top. When you click on it,
you'll find a variety of tasks.
We developed this list by
studying data which showed
the areas people visited the
most.

and offices. Just click on one
of the titles and you'll be
directed to that office's page
on the website.
You'll also notice three
particular blocks on the front
page.
These represent
services which draw people to
our site most frequently.
We hope these changes make
it easier for you to interact
with county government. And
make sure to let us know your
suggestions for improving our
website.

You can use this tab if you
know what you want to do,
but aren't sure which
department is the one that
can help.
We also provide a tab that
lists many of our departments

Health Dept. Launches Improved Website, Inspection
Records Portal
The Fort Wayne-Allen County
Department of Health kicked
off the new year by launching
a redesigned website and a
separate web portal that will
allow residents to look up
health inspection records
right from their computer,
smartphone or tablet.
The department's revamped
website
-still
at
www.allencountyhealth.com -is now more easily accessible
on mobile devices. It also
features a new menu and
search function for better
navigation
of
the
department's programs and
services, improved graphics
and readability, and easier
access to a wide range of
health-related information
and resources, including fact
sheets, educational videos,
and permit applications.

The new Allen County Health
Inspector site is a consumeroriented portal providing
centralized access to health
inspection records for retail
food establishments, hotels &
motels, tattoo parlors and
public swimming pools and
spas for the past three years.
Retail food establishments
would include restaurants,
bars, school cafeteria,
bakeries, grocery stores,
convenience stores, retail
stores that sell pre-packaged
food, and mobile food
vendors.
Users can search by
establishment name or
address, or both. The
inspection histories show
what violations were cited in
the inspection, and in the
case
of
lodging
establishments would show a

letter grade based on the last
inspection. A map feature
using GPS technology allows
consumers
to
find
establishments near their
current location. There is also
an area for reporting potential
health violations.
While there have been apps
offering mobile access to
restaurant inspection records
in other states, Fort WayneAllen County Department of
Health is believed to be the
first public health agency in
Indiana to have such a portal
and one of the few in the
nation that offers inspection
results for more than just
restaurants.
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County, City Employees’ Group Supporting VOA Veterans’ Services
A charity group comprised of
Allen County and City of Fort
Wayne
government
employees has spent the past
few months providing much
needed
support for
Volunteers of America’s
Veterans Services programs
here in our community.
Michelle Fulk, one of the
group’s organizers and
administrative assistant with
the Northeastern Indiana
Regional Coordinating
Council, said the employees
have been taking up monthly
collections and taking special
lunches once a month to
Liberty Landing and the
Richard Lugar Safe Haven for
Veterans.
The group's work for the two
facilities during the recent
holidays brought a letter of

thanks from Lisa Christen,
regional director for
Volunteers of America.
“The organization of providing
both Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners, Christmas
day breakfast items, toasters,
coffee pots, DVD players, TV,
personal care items, books
and all the varied items that
were provided over the
holidays for our residents and
facilities was beyond our
wildest imagination,” wrote
Christen.
“The group that brought the
outstanding meals for the
veterans worked so hard
preparing and serving all of
the food that they, too,
deserve recognition,” Christen
added.
“The food was
enjoyed by all and a definite
delight.”

“The added bonus was that
there was interaction with the
veterans both serving and at
the tables. Many of these
veterans do not get the
opportunity to interact with
anyone other than the
residents or the staff. That
alone was a nice treat. The
positive attitude of the
volunteers was greatly
appreciated.”
“This charity group has grown
so much over the past few
months,” Fulk said. “Many
city and county employees
have really stepped up.”

Members of a charity group made up of employees from Allen County government and the City of
Fort Wayne gathered during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to provide meals and other
special items to veterans at Liberty Landing and the Richard Lugar Safe Haven for Veterans. The
two programs are operated by the Volunteers of America’s Veterans Services.
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Important Enrollment Reminder!
Please remember to notify the Benefits Department within 30 days if any of the
following qualifying events occur:

1. Divorce or Legal Separation
2. Addition of a Dependent (Marriage, Birth, Adoption)
3. Dependent child reaching limiting age
4. Dependent child graduates from school or college

Email or contact Deb at x7689 or Stephenie at x7869 for benefit forms to make
your change.

Kelley House Modified Therapeutic Community Closes
Kelley House, an Allen County
Community Corrections facility
for individuals with
combinations of mental
health and substance abuse
disorders, was closed due to
budget constraints.
The closure of Kelley House,
2720 Culbertson St., was
effective January 30, and
displaced 14 residents and
eliminate eight full-time
employee positions. Four
additional employees were
reassigned to other positions
within
Community
Corrections.
"The Kelley House was a oneof-a-kind program that
imparted life-changing
influences for those it served
in its four years of operation,"
said Kim Churchward,
executive director of Allen
County
Community
Corrections. "We will lose

eight highly professional
employees, whose work
helped to build the culture of
positivity and integrity for that
program."
Kelley House was established
at the former site of the
W a s h i n g t on H ou s e, a
substance
abuse
detoxification facility. It was
named in honor of Jim Kelley,
a founder of the original
Washington House. Kelley
House received its first clients
in October 2010 and served a
total of 137 offenders. There
were 33 active participants of
the program, 14 in residence
and 19 living on their own but
utilizing program aftercare
services. Offenders were
referred to the program by
Allen Circuit and Superior
Courts as a part of the Allen
Circuit Court Restoration
Court program.

Kelley House was designed to
function as a "Modified
T h e r a p e u t i c
Community" (MTC) that
addresses the needs of those
with "co-occurring disorders,"
a combination of at least one
mental health disorder in
addition to an alcohol or drug
abuse disorder.
Allen Superior Court Judge
John Surbeck, Chair of the
Allen County Community
Corrections Advisory Board,
said that Community
Corrections worked hard to
find resources to sustain the
Kelley House, including
cutting equipment and service
c os ts an d elimina tin g
positions through attrition.
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Snow Means Skiing, Sledding at Allen County Parks
Whenever there is more than
four inches of accumulated
snow on the ground, the Allen
County Parks Department
invites you to head out to Fox
Island or Metea County Parks
for some cross country skiing.
Both parks have a limited
number of skis available for
rent and sometimes will be
open only if you have your
own equipment.
Rental prices for both parks
are $6.00 per hour for adults

and $5.00 per our for children
12 and under. Payment by
cash and check is accepted,
but not credit or debit cards.
Limited sizes of skis are
available, especially at Metea
County Park. Renting ends
around 4:00 p.m. each day so
that all skiers are accounted
for before dark and the park
closes.
The sled hill at Metea County
Park will also be open from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. on days when
there is enough snow.

If you are out at the parks for
other reasons while
conditions are good for skiing,
please do not walk on trails
that are designated for skiing.
These should be marked
appropriately with signage.
To check online for the latest
ski conditions at Fox Island or
M e t e a ,
g o
t o
www.allencountyparks.org/
parks/admissionhours/crosscountry-ski-conditions.

“Fall in Love with Fort Wayne” Marks 10th Year of
Historic Tours
by Robyn Zimmerman, Courthouse Preservation Trust Exec. Director

Through the “Fall in Love with
Fort Wayne” program the
Allen County Courthouse
Preservation Trust and the
Fort Wayne History Center
provide area school groups
with free admission and free
transportation to two of Fort
Wayne’s most beloved
historical and cultural
treasures.

Stained glass
dome and
Charles
Holloway murals
in the rotunda of
the Allen County
Courthouse.

Funded by area foundations,
trained staff and docents
guide students through the
Allen County Courthouse and
the History Center, sharing
our county’s unique heritage
and reinforcing the common
historical narratives between
the
two
buildings’
interpretations.
In 2004, the successful
program was developed by
the two host sites and Fort
Wayne Community School’s
curriculum writers to reinforce
many elements of Indiana’s
academic
standards.
Students experience history
through artwork and artifacts
displayed at the Courthouse
and the History Center.
Classes enjoy a treasure hunt
of Fort Wayne artifacts and

get a chance to sit in the
Judge’s bench or participate
in a mock trial.
Today, the program has been
expanded to include all Allen
County public and private
schools. “Annually, we host
approximately 2000 – 4th
graders for a day-long
interactive field trip to our two
downtown treasures,” added
Robyn Zimmerman, Executive
Director of the Allen County
Courthouse Preservation
Trust. Since its inception, the
“Fall in Love with Fort Wayne”
program has educated
19,000 students in the
region.
Over the past three school
years, the History Center has
conducted an analysis of the
correlation between rates of
passing the Social Studies
portion of ISTEP+ for
elementary students who
visited the museum through
its free student study trip
program and those students
that did not visit the museum.
Of the more than 300
elementary
schools
considered in this analysis,
those school groups

participating in the free
student study trip program
registered a statistically
significant 14.3% increase on
ISTEP+ scores compared to
other schools in their
respective school districts
that did not tour the History
Center.
Todd Pelfrey,
Executive Director of the Fort
Wayne History Center noted,
“the initial analysis strongly
underscores the education
value of the “Fall in Love with
Fort Wayne” school group
program.
Tours are scheduled up to a
year in advance and many
schools and teachers are
repeat participants in the
program, finding great value
in the field trip. Docents for
the Allen County Courthouse
are all volunteers and new
training is offered annually.
For more information or to
view a walking guide of the
Allen County Courthouse,
p l e a s e
v i s i t
allencountycourthouse .org.
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Allen County Extension Service News & Programs
ALLEN COUNTY 4-H PLANT SALE FUNDRAISER
Allen County 4-H Clubs, Inc. is sponsoring a Plant Sale Fundraiser. Each 4-inch potted geranium
will cost $1.00. Colors offered this year include Red, Salmon, White, Pink and Fuchsia. Hanging
baskets available are Boston Fern, Purple Wave Petunia, Pink Wave Petunia, Geranium Baskets
in Red or Salmon, and New Guinea Impatiens Baskets in Red or White. All hanging baskets are
$13.00 for a 10” basket. Also back are 5-inch potted Gerbera Daisies in assorted bright colors
which will cost $5.00. Back by popular demand are 4-inch potted Sweet Green Bell Pepper or Big
Boy Tomato Plants at $1.00 each.
Orders must be placed and payment received by March 31 or while supplies last.
Pick up location will be the Allen County Fairgrounds, 2726 Carroll Road in the Lions Club
Building. Pick up will be THURSDAY, May 7, 5-8 p.m. or FRIDAY, May 8 from 9 a.m.-12 Noon.
No refunds for orders not picked up. Orders not picked up will be available for resale.
For order forms and for additional information call the Purdue Extension Office, Allen County at
481-6826 or visit our website at www.extension.purdue.edu/allen to download an order form.

FORT WAYNE LOCAL FOOD SUMMIT
The Purdue Extension Local Food Program and the Allen County Extension Office are teaming up
to host the Fort Wayne Local Food Summit on March 11.
The Fort Wayne Local Food Summit intends to place local food and agricultural economic
development on the agendas of public policymakers, business leaders, not-for-profit institutions,
and citizens. The net result will be greater possibilities of working together, creating jobs, doing
business, and expanding the economy right here in Northeast Indiana. Please join us to learn
how to make a positive impact in our local community.
You can register online at http://bit.ly/1CaCXoF or by calling the Allen County Extension Office at
481-6826. The Summit will be held in the IPFW Walb Classic Ballroom with free Parking in P2.
The cost is $10 and includes lunch and beverages. Deadline is March 4.
Questions: contact Vickie Hadley at hadleyv@purdue.edu.

Volume 8, Issue 1

County
Happenings

If your department is celebrating an
accomplishment or doing something good
in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next
edition!

Judges and lawyers,
gather in Judge Craig
Bobay's chambers
around Christmas gifts
that members of the St.
Thomas More Society
donated to families via
Catholic Charities'
Christmas campaign.
Left to right: Judge
Nancy Boyer, Superior
Court law clerk Matt
Hayes, Michael
Barranda, Chief Deputy
Clerk Chris Nancarrow,
Judge Craig Bobay.

The Allen County Assessor’s office had a
great turnout for its Residential Rental
Seminar on Jan. 14. More than 20 investors
& landlords attended one of the
informational meetings.

The annual Winter County & City Employees Blood Drive took place on Jan. 28 with government employees
donating a total of 49 productive units of blood. This was the sixth year that employees have participated in
the winter drive. The summer blood drive is scheduled for June 24.

Allen County’s newly-elected officials took the oath of office during inauguration ceremonies at the Allen
County Courthouse on Dec. 30. Among those sworn-in were County Commissioners Linda Bloom and
Therese Brown; County Council members Sharon Tucker, Joel Benz, Tom Harris and Larry Brown; Sheriff Dave
Gladieux; Recorder Anita Mather; Circuit Judge Thomas Felts; Superior Court Judges Frances Gull, John
Surbeck, Jr., Craig Bobay, Daniel Heath and Stanley Levine; Prosecuting Attorney Karen Richards; Courts
Clerk Lisa Borgmann; Auditor Terra Klutz; County Assessor Stacey O’Day; and Wayne Township Assessor Bev
Zuber.
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Employee News
The Latest News About YOU!
New Employees


Dawn Kennedy joins the Human Resources Department as the new Compensation Specialist.
Dawn comes to us from Medical Protective.



David Schaab started in the County Assessor’s office as a Residential Appraisal Deputy on Jan.
22.



Adult Probation is pleased to welcome Andrew Davis and Brooke Bergstrom as new PSI Writers/
Probation Officers.



The Auditor’s Office has a new Property Tax Deputy, Kari Pressler.

Moving


Andrew Smethers started in the County Assessor’s Office as a Senior Residential Appraisal Deputy
on Feb. 23. He is coming from the Wayne Township Assessor’s office.

Promotions


Andera Griffin, Court Records Assistant Manager in the Clerk of the Courts Office, was
promoted to Records Manager.



Steve Bodinka, Criminal Court Records Deputy IV in the Clerk of the Courts Office, was
promoted to Court Records Assistant Manager.

Awards & Achievements


Gayle Miller with the Wayne Township Assessor’s office passed the IAAO 400 certification exam.



Sam Walker, Chief Deputy in the Wayne Township Assessor’s office, was named the President of
the Indiana Chapter of IAAO for 2015.



Commissioner Therese Brown was elected to serve as vice president of the Northeast DistrictCommissioners Association at the December 2014 Annual Indiana County Commissioners
Association Conference.



The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum was ranked No. 15 in the world for concert ticket sales,
among similar-sized venues, on the Venues Today “Top Stop” rankings for the November–
December 2014 reporting period.

Births


Ana Parra with the Clerk of the Courts office is a new grandmother to Nalayah Renaye Warren
born on Jan. 21.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you’d like others in County Government
to know about? How about a significant achievement or award? Has there been a special event
that’s taken place in the life of an employee they’d like to share? Then send an email to
michael.green@allencounty.us and we’ll put it in The ACE!
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About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter is electronically
published every other month by the Allen County Public
Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries may be sent to:
The Allen County Commissioners Office, c/o The ACE,
200 E. Berry St., Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
W E’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW. ALLENCOUNTY. US

Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Facebook,
and

Twitter,
YouTube

Don’t forget to...

Remember to set your clocks ahead one
hour before bedtime on Sunday, March 8!

