County Government Looks to Become One
of Indiana’s Best Places to Work
What will it take for Allen
County Government to
become one of the Best
Places to Work in
Indiana? Your input could
help provide the answers
county leaders are
looking for.
Allen County Government
recently participated in a
state-wide
survey
conducted annually by
the Indiana Chamber of
Commerce that tracks the
Best Places to Work in
the Hoosier State. There
are four groups to the
survey ranging from small
companies
(15-74

employees) all the way to
large companies like Allen
C ou n ty
Gov ern m en t
(1,000+ employees).

businesses in the state
and the Best Places to
Work in Indiana are
named.

The
survey
is
anonymously conducted
and ranks employees’
views on pay and
benefits,
corporate
culture, leadership and
planning, and overall
satisfaction
among
others. The scores are
averaged up and filtered
by percent agreement,
percent disagreement,
age, gender, and job role.
Those average scores are
compared to other

While Allen County
Government did not
appear on the 2015 list,
the data returned from
the surveys has proven to
be very beneficial. It gives
an in-depth look at areas
that County government
needs to improve on, but
also gives us an idea of
the things we are doing
correctly.

The event will run from
7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in
the Garden Level of
Citizens Square.

Activities will include:



Health screenings,
including
blood
pressure, glucose/
cholesterol, bone
density, oral cancer
and hearing exam.
Employees
&
spouses covered
under the county’s
medical plan are
eligible for a free
blood draw. Others
may participate for a
fee of $13.50.

May/June 2015

Summer Blood Drive
Results
Details on Page 2

(Continued on page 2)

Employee Health & Wellness Fair
Set for July 14
The Allen County Human
Resources Department,
along with the Fort Wayne
-Allen County Department
of Health and the County
Employee Health Clinic,
are teaming up to present
the 4th Annual Employee
Health and Wellness Fair
on July 14.
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Summer Blood Drive Nets Red Cross 51 Units
Employees of Allen County
and the City of Fort Wayne
have given the Red Cross the
ability to provide life-saving
blood to as many as 153
people.
The Summer City-County
Blood Drive concluded on
June 24 with government
employees donating 51 units
of blood.
This was the 14th year that
employees have participated

in the summer drive,
sponsored by the Allen County
Board of Commissioners and
the City of Fort Wayne. Blood
was collected at two locations
— in the Omni Room of
Citizens Square and at the
Red Cross mobile unit parked
outside the Rousseau Centre.

heroes to patients and their
families who need blood
products during a serious
injury or accident. It is blood
on the shelf that saves lives
and you have done a great job
of making sure the those
blood products are available
to the community.”

“Please thank your faithful
donors who participate each
time you hosts these drives,”
said Kathy Workinger with the
Red Cross.
“They are all

The next blood drive for
county and city employees is
scheduled for Wed., Jan. 27.

“Travel the Road to Good Health” July 14 (continued from page 1)
• Rewards. Earn 3 “Get the
Point” credits simply by
participating in at least one
screening activity, such as a
blood pressure check, or
getting a vaccination. Earn
another 4 points for a Chem
23 blood draw.
Vaccines and blood draws will
be CASH ONLY. A receipt will

be provided to submit for
insurance reimbursement.
The County health plan covers
these vaccines under the
Wellness Benefit.

about the vaccinations and
health fair.

Visit the Health Fair site on
the County’s intranet at
County Documents/Human
Resources/Health & Wellness
for additional information

County Seeks Employees’ Views on Workplace Satisfaction
(continued from page 1)

To further analyze the data, a
special task force has been
created to give employees a
voice to give their
recommendations for the
county and even their
departments.
This group will meet once a
month for an hour in the
Human Resources training
room. Meetings are informal,

yet focused on creating a
culture that makes Allen
County Government a great
place to work. We would love
to hear your ideas!
If you are interested in being
a part of this task force,
please contact our Human
Resources Intern Logan
Timbrook by email at
Logan.Timbrook@co.allen.in.us.

Please note that to participate
on this task force, you must
have the approval of your
department head.
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Coliseum’s F-84 Comes Off Its Pedestal
It’s gone for now — but the F84 fighter jet that has been
part of the Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum since
November 1973 will soon be
back, better than ever.
On June 10, Weigand
Construction moved the F-84
by a crane to a flatbed trailer.
The Fighter Jet will be
repainted, restored and
relocated to the new
Veteran's Plaza, which will be
located in front of Memorial
Hall at the northwest point of
the Coliseum at the corner of
Parnell Avenue and Coliseum
Boulevard. The plaza will be
dedicated as part of the
annual Veterans Day Parade
and Ceremony Nov. 11.

Coliseum Upgrades to LED Lighting in Arena
This summer, the Allen County
War Memorial Coliseum will
upgrade to LED lighting in the
arena. Installation will begin
mid-June and be completed
by mid-September before the
Komets and Mad Ants
seasons begin in the fall.
Ephesus Lighting, the leader
in developing high-output LED
lighting solutions for sports
and entertainment venues,
has been selected for the
project. The Ephesus LED
Lighting solution will generate
significantly more light than
the previous metal-halide
system with a dramatic
red u c tio n in wa tta g e.
Controlled by the Ephesus

wireless control system, the
new lighting solution allows
for a variety of preprogrammed entertaining
light shows. Additionally, the
LED lighting solution is
expected to save more than
80 percent in annual energy
and maintenance costs.
"We believe that the Ephesus
LED solution will give our
guests and fans of our sports
tenants something to be
excited about, while providing
us enhanced efficiency and
savings on utility costs," said
Randy L. Brown, Executive
Vice President & General
Manager of the Allen County
War Memorial Coliseum.

Since lighting the first
sports venue with LED
technology in North America
in 2012, Ephesus Lighting
luminaires have been
operational for over 20
million hours at indoor and
outdoor sports and
entertainment venues
across North America
including University of
Phoenix Stadium and top
college arenas and
stadiums.
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Pay Attention to Fireworks Safety This 4th of July
Many people associate
fireworks with Independence
Day. The Indiana Fire
Marshal’s Office, a division
the Indiana Department of
Homeland Security (IDHS),
and the Indiana State
Department of Health (ISDH)
warn Hoosiers to use care
when discharging fireworks.

a safe distance from the
shooting site.



Do not alter any fireworks
device or attempt to
make your own fireworks.



Only light one firework
item at a time and never
attempt to re-light or fix a
“dud” firework.



Never let children handle,
play with, or light any
fireworks.



Have a fire extinguisher,
water supply, hose, or
bucket of water nearby.



Store fireworks in a cool,
dry place away from the
reach of children.



Be cautious when lighting
fireworks when it is
windy.



Use a clear, open area
and keep your audience



Never smoke or drink
alcoholic beverages while

handling fireworks.



Never aim, point, or throw
fireworks at another
person.



Use fireworks outdoors,
never indoors.

Residents Urged to Prep for Mosquitoes
Summer is in full swing, and
that means the Fort WayneAllen County Department of
Health has begun its annual
mosquito control program.

and even death may occur. If
you are bitten by a mosquito
and experience any of these
symptoms, you should contact
a health care provider.

For humans and domestic
animals, mosquitos are a
nuisance as well as a serious
health hazard. Mosquitoes
are capable of transmitting
various diseases, including
West Nile virus (WNv),
LaCrosse Encephalitis (LAC),
St. Louis Encephalitis (SLE)
and Eastern Equine
Encephalitis (EEE).

The Department of Health's
mosquito control program
i n v o lv e s t re a t in g a n d
eliminating potential breeding
sites and placing traps to
collect and test mosquitoes
for disease.

Most people who become ill
from these diseases will have
mild symptoms such as
headache, fever, dizziness
and fatigue, but severe
neurological symptoms, coma

Residents can do their part to
control mosquito breeding by
emptying flower pots and
other containers, replacing
water in birdbaths, cleaning
out clogged gutters and
eliminating other sources of
standing water on their
property.

Another way to prevent
mosquitoes from breeding is
by cleaning out swimming
pools or putting a tight cover
on them. Residents should
also check the lids of trash
and recycling containers.
Ensure the lid tightly fits the
container.
The Department of Health
also recommends residents
wear pants and long-sleeve
shirts and use insect repellent
on clothes and exposed skin
when spending time outside.
Mosquitofish are available to
the public for placement in
ornamental ponds and water
gardens.
Please contact
Vector Control at 449-7459
before picking up the fish.
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Fox Island Nature Center Honors Vera Dulin
On June 12, the sign naming
the original Fox Island Nature
Center building the "Vera
Dulin Wildlife Observation
Building", was installed while
C a ro l R ob e rts ( V era 's
daughter) and husband,
Randy, looked on.
Vera was an active volunteer
in the early days of Fox Island,
serving as the Volunteer
Coordinator and Trail Guide.
Vera had an office in this
building which became known

as the "Bird Observation
Building" after the existing
Nature Center was built.
Vera was a life-long supporter
of Fox Island and the Fox
Island Alliance and her
influence on the development
of the park and it's success
will always be felt.

inside the building and are
excited about this tribute to
our long time friend and
mentor, Vera Dulin.

The Fox Island Alliance, in
cooperation with Allen County
Parks, provided resources for
renovations and redecorating

Follow Allen County INfo on social media!

“Excellence in Recycling Awards” Call for Nominations
The Allen County Solid Waste
Management District is
seeking nominations for its
2015 Excellence in Recycling
Awards.
Nominations are open for non
-profits and commercial
businesses in Allen County.
Established in 1956, National
Closing the Loop Award
Bike Month is a chance to
honors organizations that
showcase the many benefits
purchase and use products
of bicycling — and encourage
made of recycled content or
more folks to giving biking a
create and manufacture
try. National Bike Month is
recycle content products.
sponsored by the League of
American
Bicyclists Reuse,
and
The 3R (Reduce,
celebrated Award
in communities
Recycle)
recognizes
from
coast
to
coast.
programs that divert waste

from landfills in one of the
following ways: significantly
reduce solid waste generated,
develop methods for reusing
resources, or implement
recycling programs.
Entering their 23rd year,
these awards recognize,
support and honor Allen
County businesses and
industries for source
reduction and recycling
initiatives.
Nomination forms are on-line
at www.acwastewatcher.org
or may be obtained by calling
449-7878.
Deadline for
entries is Wednesday, July 15

with the awards luncheon
slated for mid-August.
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Please plan to attend a “Lunch & Learn”
Presented by Dr. Rudy Kachmann

“Preventing, Stopping and Reversing Type 2 Diabetes”
Why not eliminate Type 2 Diabetes? It will shorten your life and can cause your last twenty
years to be miserable with blindness, vascular disease, strokes, heart attacks, and more. It is
easy to eliminate this serious disease! It's curable! Find out how!

Please join Dr. Kachmann for this 45 minute presentation
as he explains what you can do to improve your health.
June 29 - Citizens Square
HR Training Room (Suite 375)
11:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m.
Earn a point toward your “Get the Point” goal!

County’s FamilyWize Program Reaches $2 Million Savings Milestone
It took about five and a-half
years for Allen County’s
FamilyWize program to save
residents $1 million on their
prescription drug costs. It’s
taken less than half that time
for the program to reach its
second million.
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners and United
Way of Allen County officials
announced achievement of
the milestone during a news
conference June 17.
According to statistics
provided by FamilyWize,
residents have used the free
card more than 110,000
times to save $2,003,507 on
their prescription drugs from
the program’s introduction in
Allen County in 2007 through

last month.
The card is
credited with saving
consumers an average of 33
percent off their retail
prescription drug costs.
The FamilyWize card, which is
accepted at most major
pharmacies, covers all
prescription medications. The
card is free to all consumers –
both insured and uninsured.
The card functions like a
reusable prescription discount
coupon, does not require any
personal information from the
user, and has no eligibility
criteria.
Fa mi ly W i z e c a rd s a re
available locally at any of the
Associated Churches of Fort
Wayne and Allen County’s 28
food bank locations, at

various United Way partner
agencies, or by contacting
United Way of Allen County or
the Board of Commissioners’
office. You can also print a
card from FamilyWize.org or
download the free FamilyWize
app.

Commissioners Nelson
Peters (left) and Therese
Brown (right) join United
Way of Allen County CEO
David Nicole in celebrating
$2 million in savings for
residents through the
FamilyWize prescription
drug discount card
program.
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Allen County Extension Office Programs & Events
Preserving Nature’s Bounty Home Food Preservation Workshops: July 13, 1:00-2:30 p.m. and
Aug. 4, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Topics include canning, freezing, dehydrating and food storage. Q&A
session to follow. $3 fee to cover printed materials. Pre-Registration preferred. Call 481-6826 to
register.
Get Checking: July 9, 5:00-9:00 p.m. and Aug. 18, 1:00-5:00 p.m.: Topics include: introduction to
Get Checking; choosing an account right for you; managing your account; keys to successful
money management; credit. FREE and open to the public (Pre-Registration preferred) at the Allen
County Extension Office, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne. Register by phone or visit the Home
& Money page on the web for a printable registration form. Questions, contact Vickie Hadley,
CFCS, CPFFE at (260) 481-6826 or by email, hadleyv@purdue.edu.
Accepting Applications for Fall 2015 Master Gardener Volunteer Program: The Purdue University
Master Gardener volunteer program helps gardeners grow by providing them with intensive
training in horticultural principles. Participants, in turn, share their knowledge by providing
volunteer leadership and service to their communities. Fall Master Gardener Training will begin
on September 9th and end November 14th. These classes are held on Wednesday and Saturday
mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The $125.00 program fee includes class materials and a
reference notebook. To learn more about this very popular volunteer program visit the Allen
County Extension Office (4001 Crescent Avenue, on the IPFW campus) or call 260 481-6826,
option 3. Additional information and an application can also be downloaded from
extension.purdue.edu/allen. Click on Garden, Master Gardeners Allen County. Adjusted fees and
payment plans are available on an as-needed basis.
Allen County 4-H Fair -- July 28th – August 2nd: Allen County Fairgrounds. Gate Admission: $5.00.
Wednesday: Seniors (over age 55) - $3.00. Information on Fair events is available online at
allencountyfairgroundsin.com.
Adult Fashion Show Entries Needed: Participate on a professional or non-professional level by
sewing for yourself or others! Categories include: Family Outfits; Dresses; Coats or Suits;
Separates; My Choice; Sewing for Others/Children, Teens or Adults; Wedding Gowns; Bridesmaid
or Formal; Embellished Garment with Hand or Machine Embroidery. Judging will be: Tuesday, July
14, 4:30 p.m. at the Allen County Extension Office. Public Fashion Show: Tuesday, July 28, 7:00
p.m. at the Allen County Fairgrounds. Entry forms are available at the Extension Office, area fabric
stores or visit the Extension Homemaker page on our web www.extension.purdue.edu/allen.
Entry Deadline: Thursday, July 9.
Adult Open Class at the Allen County Fair—July 28 – August 2: Open Class registrations forms are
now available to exhibit in this year’s Allen County Fair. Visit the Extension Homemaker page on
the web at www.extension.purdue.edu/allen to upload your forms or stop by the office. Invite a
friend to participate and share your creative talents! There are a variety of exhibits to choose
from. Projects will be displayed in the Home & Family Arts Building during the Allen County Fair.
All projects are released Sunday, August 2, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
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County
Happenings

If your department is celebrating an
accomplishment or doing something good
in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next
edition!

The Allen County Solid Waste
Management District presented
benches made from recycled
plastic caps and lids to Arlington
Elementary and St. JohnEmmanuel Lutheran Schools
before the end of the recent
school year. Students from
both schools each diverted 400
pounds of plastic lids and caps
from needlessly being buried in
the landfill and witnessed firsthand the benefits of recycling.

The annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony was
held May 8 at the Law Enforcement/Firefighters Memorial of
Allen County. Among those speaking were Commissioner Nelson
Peters (lower left) and Sheriff David Gladiuex.

Sarah Jones, Capt. in the 122nd
Fighter Wing, Indiana Air National
Guard, got a big “Welcome Home”
from her fellow employees in the
Dept. of Planning Services after she
returned from her third tour of duty
overseas serving her country.

The newest Magistrate to the
Superior Court Family Relations
Division, the Honorable Sherry A.
Hartzler, was sworn in by the
Honorable Charles Pratt in a
special ceremony May 28.

The City-County Charity Group held
a special cookout and Cornhole
tournament May 30 for the
veterans who reside at the Safe
Haven facility in Fort Wayne. The
security supervisor at Safe Haven
said the special event put on by the
county and city employees was
greatly appreciated.
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Employee News
The Latest News About YOU!
New Employees


The Clerk of the Courts Office welcomes new employees Alexandria Timmons, Court Records
Deputy III in the Small Claims Division, and Michael Rayburn, Court Records Deputy III in the Court
Records Division.



The Auditor’s Office welcomes new Property Tax Deputy Ashley Pratt and summer temp Lamonica
Colemen.



Austin Dean joins the team of the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office as a Real Estate Appraisal
Deputy.

 Tom LaBarr has joined the staff of the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum as the
General Manager of Aramark. LaBarr’s role will include overseeing and managing the
Aramark operations in catering and concessions.

Interns


Brooks Ledger is serving as a summer law clerk for Allen Circuit Court. Brooks is from Logansport,
Indiana and did his undergrad at Ball State University where he majored in Legal Studies. He will
be a third-year law student at Indiana Tech Law School when classes return in the fall.

Retirements


Tina Ruch will be retiring from County Government on Aug. 7. Tina has been with the Auditor’s
Office since February 1999. She has also worked for the Washington Township Assessor’s Office
and Recorder’s Office.

Awards & Achievements
 Dan Allen (on the right) with the County Highway Department is shown
receiving his Master Builder Certification from the Indiana LTAP, which provides
technical assistance and training to highway, road, and street departments
throughout the state. Dan joins an elite group of only 29 other highway
employees to achieve this status.

 Indiana LTAP also presented Road Builder
Certifications to the Highway Department’s Ben Ridenour
(left picture) and Brian Sechler.

Births


Judy Knudson with the Clerk of the Courts Office is a new grandmother to Maxwell Andrew
Hromco born on April 21.



Beverly Zuber, Wayne Township Assessor, welcomed her second grandchild and first grandson to
the Zuber family on June 10. Howard Alan Schortgen weighed in at a healthy 8 lb.,7 oz.

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter is electronically
published every other month by the Allen County Public
Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries may be sent to:
The Allen County Commissioners Office, c/o The ACE,
200 E. Berry St., Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
W E’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW. ALLENCOUNTY. US

Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Facebook,
and

Twitter,
YouTube

Don’t Forget…

County Offices Will Be Closed on Friday,
July 3rd, for the Independence Day
Holiday!!!

