Exhibit of Allen County Courthouse
Blueprints on Display at FWMoA
The Fort Wayne Museum
of Art is pleased to
present an exhibit of the
original blueprints of the
Allen County Courthouse,
an architectural wonder
that has been a part of
the Fort Wayne skyline
since 1902.
The exhibit will be on
display through June 12
and is produced in
collaboration with the
Allen County Board of
Commissioners and the
Allen County Courthouse
Preservation Trust.
This is the first time that
the blueprints have been
displayed to the public.
The exhibit
dozens of

includes
original

blueprints originally
rendered by architect
Brentwood S. Tolan.
Completed in 1902, it
was a gift to future
generations
from
visionary leaders who
wished to express in art
and architecture the
dignity of the government,
the supremacy of the
people and the grandeur
of the law. The Allen
County Courthouse is
recognized as a National
Historic Landmark for its
original murals and
sculptures, scagliola faux
marbling, unique tile floor
designs and abundant
stained glass. This
exhibition is a fusion of
art, architecture, and
history and presents the

wonders of this beaux
arts treasure by melding
the worlds of fine art and
architecture.
"This exhibit will give the
public the chance to see
and understand the roots
of our beautiful and
unique Courthouse's
history. We are most
grateful
to
the
Courthouse Preservation
Trust and the Fort Wayne
Museum of Art for making
this
very
special
opportunity possible,"
said Commissioner Linda
Bloom. The Board of
Commissioners owns the
blueprints and the
Courthouse.

The video series titled,
“The Evolution of the
Opioid Crisis – Local
Perspective on the
Epidemic that’s Sweeping
the Nation”, was made
possible thanks to the
department’s state and
local partners including
but not limited to the
Indiana Attorney General
Greg Zoeller, State Health
Commissioner Jerome
Adams, Fort Wayne Police

Department, Allen County
Sheriff’s Department,
Three Rivers Ambulance
Authority, Fort Wayne Fire
Department, Fort WayneAllen County Executive
Board of Health, McMillen
Center, Bowen Center,
Allen County Superior
Court Judge Wendy Davis,
a n d s ev era l oth er
professionals
and
residents who shared
personal stories regarding
the opioid and heroin
epidemic.
"Allen County is not
immune to the national
opiate crisis,” Allen
County
Health
Commissioner
Dr.

March/April 2016

Celebrate the Sun at
Sol Fest
Details on Page 10

(continued on page 2)

Health Department Video Series to Educate
Public on National, Local Opioid Crisis
The Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of
Health has rolled out
more than a dozen videos
aimed at educating the
public on the growing
opioid crisis.
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Deborah McMahan said,
“We too are seeing a
significant increase in
opiate
addiction,
accidental overdose
deaths, transmission of
HIV and Hepatitis and
other adverse social and
ec on omic ou tc omes
related to use and misuse
of prescription and illegal
opioids. This video series
provides an opportunity to
hear
about
the
fundamentals
and
ma g n itud e
of
this
problem from local and
state experts."
(continued on page 2)
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May is National Bike Month
May is National Bike Month.
Allen County is celebrating
biking and we encourage you
to give commuting by bike a
try.
Allen County is participating in
the second annual City vs.
County employee bike
challenge. Using the National
Bike Challenge website, City
and County employees will log
their miles during the month
of May and compete for
bragging rights and a traveling
trophy.
Please join us for Bike to
Work Day on Friday, May 20,
from 6:30-8:00 a.m. in
Headwaters Park West. This

event counts towards your
“Get the Point” tracking.
Established in 1956, National
Bike Month is a chance to
showcase the many benefits
of bicycling — and encourage
more folks to giving biking a
try. National Bike Month is
sponsored by the League of
American Bicyclists and
celebrated in communities
from coast to coast.

opportunity to celebrate the
unique power of the bicycle
and the many reasons we
ride.
If you have any questions call
or email Dawn Kennedy in
County Human Resources at
Ext. 4225 or by email at
dawn.Kennedy@co.allen.in.us.
We encourage you to give
commuting by bike a try.

Whether you bike to work or
school; ride to save money or
time; pump those pedals to
preserve your health or the
environment; or simply to
explore your community,
National Bike Month is an

FWMoA Displays Courthouse Blueprints (continued from page 1)
General admission to see this
exhibition at the museum is
free for FWMoA members, $7
adults, $5 students and
seniors 65+, and $20 for
families. County employees
who bring their ID badge will
receive a $5 discount on
admission to the exhibit.
General admission is free for
everyone on Thursdays 5 p.m.
-8 p.m. Veterans, active

military personnel, and their
families receive free general
admission. FWMoA gallery
hours are Tuesday-Saturday
10 a.m. -6 p.m., Thursdays 10
a.m.-8 p.m., and Sundays 12
noon-5 p.m.

Opioid Crisis Subject of Video Series
Thanks to Access Fort Wayne,
the Fort Wayne-Allen County
Department of Health was
able to record and edit the
video series. All of the videos
are around five minutes long
and focused on specific
issues including the scope of
the opiate problem in Allen
County, perspectives from the
State Health Commissioner,
Indiana Attorney General,
Allen County Health
Commissioner,
first

responders, an emergency
room doctor, and a criminal
court judge, what a syringe
services program is and is
not, addiction, benefits of
narcan, how to dispose of
unused and/or unwanted
opiate medications, etc.
The videos and other
educational resources are live
on the department’s website
www.allencountyhealth.com.
The videos will also be shared

(continued from page 1)

on the department’s social
media pages (Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram). In
addition to that, Access Fort
Wayne will also air some of
the videos.
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Allen County Civil Service Award Recipients
Shelley Beghtel
Prosecutor’s Office
Shelley has been with the County five years and is a paralegal in the
Prosecutor’s Office. She recently won Komets Hockey tickets from the
Allen County Commissioners for the February 24 game. She requested
the tickets be donated to a local child related charity. The tickets were
given to Big Brothers Big Sisters, so a Big was able to take their Little to
a hockey game.

Cheryl Bartnick
ACJC
Cheryl has been a probation officer for 27 years.
She is very committed to this department and the
children and families she serves. Cheryl recently
started a clothing closet where children and their
families can come in free of charge and select
items they may need. Cheryl has taken donations
and organized this clothing closet here mainly for
children in need.

Kyle Keuneke
Community Corrections
Kyle has been a case manager with Community Corrections for four
years. Kyle was recognized for recently showing much respect,
compassion and caring for a home detention client who was going
through a traumatic personal situation.

The Board of Commissioners announced establishment of the County Civil Service Award
employee recognition program last December. Nominations are considered for clearly
demonstrating exceptional service, noteworthy commitment or efficient and innovative ideas. All
nominations will be reviewed and, if meeting program requirements, the nominee will be awarded
with a certificate and will be personally recognized for their service by the Board of
Commissioners.
If you wish to nominate a fellow employee, please be sure to provide context for the noteworthy
event as well as specific examples or stories. Contact Dawn Kennedy in Human Resources with
any questions or concerns at Dawn.Kennedy@co.allen.in.us or by phone at extension 4225.
Submission forms can be found on the Intranet (Documents/County Documents/Human
Resources/Civil Service Nomination Form).
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Commissioners Name New County Purchasing
Director
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners has appointed
Dawn Rose as the County’s
new Purchasing Director.

requests for funds
County Council.

from

Rose, who lives in Fort Wayne,
started in her new position
April 4. She succeeds Robert
Bolenbaugh, who retired on
January 29.

Rose holds a bachelor’s
degree
in
business
administration from Indiana
Tech and is scheduled to
receive her Public Manager
Certification from Ball State
University in August.

Rose has served as controller
in the Commissioners’ Office
since May 2012.
Her
res pons ibilities inc lu d e
implementation of the
Commissioners’ budgets,
overseeing accounts payable/
receivable and deposits, and
preparing and submitting

“Through her work in our
office,
Dawn
has
demonstrated an ability to
initiate and create a number
of innovations while also
performing her daily duties
and tasks efficiently, “ said
County Commissioner
Therese Brown. “We believe

she will bring that same skill
set to the Purchasing
Department and help develop
a stronger and more
cooperative local purchasing
effort throughout Allen
County.”

Follow Allen County INfo on social media!

Early Voting at Satellite Locations Underway
Early voting for the 2016
Primary Election has been
extended to four additional
satellite locations.
The Aboite, Dupont,
Georgetown and Hessen
Cassel library branches will be
open the following dates and
times for early voting:



Tuesday, April 26, and
Thursday, April 28, 10:00
a.m. – 9:00 p.m.



Wednesday, April 27, and
Friday, April 29, 10:00
a.m. – 6:00 p.m.



Saturday, April 30, 10:00
a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Beginning April 26, the
Rousseau Centre lobby will
open for voting at 8:00 a.m.
and remain open for the same
extended hours as the
satellites. The final day to vote
early at the Rousseau Centre
is Monday, May 2, from 8:00
a.m. to 12:00 noon. Photo ID
is required to vote at the
Rousseau Centre and the
library satellites.
For more information about
early in person voting for the
May primary, please visit
www.allencountyvoters.info or
call 260-449-7329.
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Important Reminder!
Special Enrollment Events
Please remember to notify the Benefits Department within
30 days if any of the following qualifying events occur:


Divorce or Legal Separation



Addition of a Dependent (Marriage, Birth, Adoption)



Dependent child reaching limiting age



Dependent child graduates from school or college

Email or contact Deb at x7689 or Stephenie at x7869 for
benefit forms to make your change.
Changes to Spousal Coverage


Also, please notify the County Benefits Department if
your spouse has a change in medical plan coverage
status with his or her employer.



Spouses of County employees who are eligible for group
health coverage under their employer’s plan and work
full time are not eligible for coverage under the County’s
medical plan unless such spouse is covered by the plan
of the spouse’s employer.



If your spouse’s eligibility for employer coverage changes
throughout the year, be sure to contact Deb Hudson,
Benefits Manager as soon as possible.
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New Delivery!

The New Health Risk Assessment
On-Line Tool Is Here!
The new HRA portal was just delivered! For County employees
enrolled in a medical plan, the new addition replaces the previous site
you used to get your blood test results and will offer much more in
resources.
Beyond allowing you access to your blood draw results after your
Employee Health Clinic and the Employee Health Fair screenings, the
new site offers many additional tools, such as . . .








Setting goals
Track your activities
Receive tips of the day
Wellness library
Calculators
Progress reports
Library of healthy recipes and videos

And that’s just the beginning! Stay tuned for more announcements as
the newest member of our wellness program grows and expands to
offer more exciting opportunities in the future.
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FRANCINE’S FRIENDS
MOBILE MAMMOGRAPHY
WHEN: Tuesday, May 17
TIME: 9:00 a.m.-2:45 p.m.
LOCATION: Citizens Square Parking Lot
To schedule your appointment, call the Breast Diagnostic Center at
483-1847 or (800) 727-8439 ext. 26540.
This is a great opportunity for all County employees and we hope that you will take
advantage of it. It not only eliminates the need to take a day off, but it’s an important
step to taking care of your health.
DON’T DELAY! MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY- THERE ARE ONLY
20 SPOTS AVAILABLE!
Your time is valuable...your life...PRICELESS
Though Francine’s Friends is affiliated with the Parkview network, this mammography
service is covered 100% up to the maximum benefit of $800 under the wellness
benefit for all who are covered under any County health plan. If the wellness benefit
is exhausted, the expense will apply to the deductible and payable at 80% thereafter.

Spring is right around the corner. Summer camp &
sports physicals will soon be due.
The County Employee Health Clinic provides school/
sports physicals free and with minimal waiting to
employees and families with County health
insurance.
Please call 458-3950 to make an appointment.
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Good News! Locating a medical provider for the County’s
health plan network, Three Rivers Plus, just became
easier! Click on medpartnersonline.com to see the new
look and easy access. The former web address of
www.threeriversmd.com will continue to be available and
will re-direct you to this new address.
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Fox Island SolFest April 30 & May 1
The birds are back, the
wildflowers are blooming and
there’s music in the air.
Celebrate the sun and the
environment with a full
weekend of music and
activities during SolFest at
Fox Island County Park
Saturday, April 30, and
Sunday, May 1, from 12:00
noon – 7:00 p.m. both days.
SolFest began as an
anniversary celebration of 25
years of nature education at
Fox Island County Park and
State Nature Preserve and the
return of the summer season.
Enjoy live bands, hikes,
hayrides, children’s activities
and visit environmental
grou ps’ a c tiv ities and
displays. Test drive a bike,
canoe or kayak, shop

vendors, munch festival
foods, or relax in the Mad
Anthony Brewery beer and
wine garden.
"The most exciting thing about
SolFest is that it benefits the
kids," said Jeff Baxter, Allen
County Parks Superintendent.
"Most of the proceeds for the
festival are designated for
scholarships for schools that
can't afford to visit Allen
County Parks on field trips,
kids that can't afford to attend
our day camps and to provide
environmental educational
programming to organizations
that assist disadvantaged
kids."
Admission is $5.00 per
person. Kids 11 and under
are free. Children’s activity
fees may apply.

Summer Day Camps at Allen County Parks
Fox Island and Metea County Parks
June 20—24, 9:30 AM—4:30 PM Fox Fish & Canoe
Camp (Fox Island)
June 27—July 1, 9:30 AM—4:30 PM Fox Survival
Camp (Fox Island)
July 11-15, 9:30 AM—4:30 PM Canoe Camp 1
(Metea)
July 18-22, 9:30 AM—4:30 PM Canoe Camp 2
(Metea)
Cost: $100.00 per week per camper
Pre-register by June 5 for all camps. Minimum: 10
Maximum: 20
Our Day Camps are for children 6-12 years of age.
Your child will learn to canoe, fish, survival skills,
float down a creek, back country cooking and much
more send them to one our camps. We swim daily
as well. More information is available on our website
at allencountyparks.org
To register or for more information:
Email:nhaley@allencountyparks.org
Call: 449-3778 Natalie Haley

Annual passes are not
honored on April 30 and May
1.
For more information, send an
email to Rob Zartman at
rzartman@allencountyparks.org

or call 449-3186.
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Allen County Purdue Extension Service News
4-H Fest with Hog Roast, Carnival, & Silent Auction Fundraiser
Allen County 4-H Clubs, Inc. will be sponsoring the 2016 4-H Fest with Hog Roast, Carnival, & Silent
Auction fundraiser on Saturday, May 14. The event will take place in the Conklin Pavilion in Shoaff
Park, 6401 St. Joe Road in Fort Wayne. The Hog Roast Dinner will be served from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.
or until sold out. The public is invited to attend to help celebrate 4-H opportunities for youth in Allen
County.
The meal includes: All you can eat Roasted Pork or hot dog, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, green
beans, applesauce, roll, assorted desserts and a beverage. Meal prices are Adult Meal $10.00;
Child Meal (6-11 years) $7.00. Dine in meals served free to children age 5 and under. All carry-out
meals are $10.00.
A Carnival with games staffed by 4-H club members will be available from 4-7 pm. Tickets for the
games cost .50 cents each or unlimited play wristbands cost $7.00. In addition, a Silent Auction
with numerous items to bid on will be held with bidding open from 4-6:45 pm.
All proceeds from this Hog Roast, Carnival, and Silent Auction go to Allen County 4-H youth
programs. For additional information, contact Purdue Extension – Allen County at 260-481-6826.
Display Garden Open House & Plant Sales 2016
Free and open to the public, the Display Gardens at the Allen County Extension Office are a
beautiful place to visit and learn more about gardening. Come enjoy 17 themed garden areas
maintained by Purdue Master Gardener volunteers, and participate in our open house and take
advantage of premium plants offered for sale.
Plant Sales: Saturday, May 14, noon - 2:30 p.m., and Sunday, May 15, noon - 2:30 p.m.
Display Garden Open House: Saturday, June 11, noon – 2:30 p.m. Enjoy art, activities, music,
food, and plants for sale.
“Family Favorites” Cookbook
In commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the Allen County Extension Homemakers (ACEH), a
limited supply of the ever popular “Family Favorites” cookbook has been reprinted. Created in
1994 by ACEH, the book contains over 380 pages of time-honored, traditional recipes, passed
from generation to generation. Highly requested, this is sure to be a hit to any collector and makes
a wonderful gift. Copies sell for just $15.00 each (cash or check). Pick up your copy at the
Extension Office.
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Memorial Coliseum Partners with Non-Profit Organizations to
Give Back in 2015
The Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum and
Aramark partnered with four
different local non-profit
organizations in 2015, giving
back nearly $45,000 to
support the groups’ efforts.

School Athletic Boosters, Fort
Wayne Derby Girls, Hamilton
Park Little League and HEAT
Athletic Boosters.

The non-profit groups worked
concession stands and
merchandise booths for
events to earn contributions
to their organizations.

Our Non-Profit groups commit
to working a minimum
number of 14 events
throughout the season. Each
group participates in
Aramark’s stand management
training along with Alcohol
service training.

The Coliseum’s partner
organizations for 2015
included: Central Noble High

For more information on
available opportunities to
work as a Non-Profit Group

Allen County Human Resources
Department is once again selling
tickets to Cedar Point and King’s
Island.
Cedar Point tickets are available for
$55.00 for adult and $43.00 for Jr/Sr.
King’s Island tickets are available for
$44.00 for adult and $40.00 for Jr/Sr.
Open day for Cedar Point is May 7 and
King’s Island will open April 16.
Cash and checks will be accepted.
See their websites for complete
listings of hours and special events.

with Aramark at the Memorial
Coliseum, please contact Sara
Konger at 480-2161.
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County
Happenings

If your department is celebrating an
accomplishment or doing something good
in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next
edition!

Gov. Mike Pence joined
local leaders Apr. 21 for
a groundbreaking
ceremony for the
Lafayette Center Rd/CR
900 N project. The twoyear project will include
widening the road from
two to four lanes, a
center turn lane,
widening of two existing
bridges and intersection
improvements.

Commissioner Nelson Peters presents a
special resolution from the Board of
Commissioners honoring outgoing Fort
Wayne Trails Executive Director Lori Rose.

Gov. Pence was also at the Allen County Courthouse on March 23
where he signed into law House Enrolled Act 1001 and Senate
Enrolled Act 67, which will provide more than $1.2 billion in new
funding for road and bridge preservation and funding for the third
Regional Cities award.
ACSWMD Director Tony Burrus
presented Huntertown Elementary
School with a six-foot bench made
from recycled plastic caps and lids
on March 25. Huntertown
Elementary is the fifth Allen
County school to be presented
with a bench as part of the “A
Bench for Caps” program.

Allen County elected officials
and department heads met
with state lawmakers on Apr.
19 at the Memorial Coliseum
for the County’s Legislative
Breakfast, recapping how the
County’s platform fared during
the recently completed session
of the General Assembly

Commissioners Nelson Peters
and Therese Brown join officials
with XPO Logistics and Trinity
Health Apr. 20 to officially break
ground for a $26 million regional
distribution center on Bluffton
Road.

Commissioners Brown and
Peters present a proclamation
designating March 20-26 as
"Severe Weather Preparedness
Week" in Allen County to
Homeland Security Director
Bernie Beier (far right) and Ethan
Black, a Northrop High School
student and intern in the
Homeland Security office.
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Employee News
The Latest News About YOU!
New Employees


Laura Relue started with the Allen Circuit Court, IV-D Division, as Administrative Assistant on Nov.
30, 2015.



The Clerk of the Courts office welcomes two new employees: Brittany Upton is a Court Records
Deputy III in the Central Services Division and Becky Smith is a Court Records Deputy III in the
Court Records Division.

New Positions


Cassandra Richardson took an Administrative Assistant position with the Allen Circuit Court,
Family Relations Division, effective March 12. Cassandra transferred to Circuit Court from the
Clerk of the Courts Office.



Lisa Fowlkes moved from Allen Circuit Court to a position with the Allen County Prosecutor’s Office
in November 2015.



Daisy Harnish moved from Allen Circuit Court to a position with the Allen Superior Court in March.

Retiring


Sherrill Steininger in the County Assessor’s office is retiring April 25 after 27 years of service to
Allen County government.

Awards & Achievements


Chris Gilbert with the County Assessor’s office received his Level II Assessor-Appraiser
Certification.



The Allen Circuit Restoration Court was invited to present at the National Alliance on Mental
Illness Criminal Justice Institute conference in Indianapolis on March 18. The presentation
highlighted the innovative correctional work being done in Allen County, recognized throughout
the State of Indiana. Presenters included: Judge Thomas Felts, Allen Circuit Court; Justin Miller,
Indiana Judicial Center; Amy Kreiger, Ted Murphy and Peggy Jones; Allen County Community
Corrections; Michael McAlexander, Allen Co Prosecutor’s office; Christa Cook, Public Defender’s
Office.

Births


Jackie Mahlock with the County Assessor’s office is a new grandma following the birth of Mason
Thomas Mahlock on March 16 in Denver, Colorado.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you’d like
others in County Government to know about? How about a
significant achievement or award? Has there been a special event
that’s taken place in the life of an employee they’d like to share?
Then send an email to michael.green@allencounty.us and we’ll put it
in The ACE!

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter is electronically
published every other month by the Allen County Public
Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries may be sent to:
The Allen County Commissioners Office, c/o The ACE,
200 E. Berry St., Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to

W E’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW. ALLENCOUNTY. US

michael.green@allencounty.us

to donate blood during the 16th
Annual City-County Employees
Summer Blood Drive!!!



Wednesday, June 22, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at two locations:
The Garden Level Omni Room (Suite 045) in Citizens Square
The Mobile Blood Unit on the Calhoun St. side of the Rousseau
Centre
Watch for sign-up information coming soon!!!
Sponsored by the Allen County Commissioners & the City of Fort Wayne

