New Wellness Program Launches January 1
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners is pleased
to sponsor a new
wellness rewards
program for county
employees. This program
is designed to recognize
the efforts you are
making to live a healthier
lifestyle and reduce your
health risks.
The program begins
January 1, 2017, and
runs until December 31,
2017. You must be
enrolled in the Allen
County Health Plan to
claim rewards under this
program.
Completed actions for Get
the Point activities must

be recorded on the BHS
Wellness Portal. If your
activity requires
documentation, copies of
the required documents
must be uploaded to the
BHS Wellness Portal
(www.lhnwellness.com).
Paper copies, faxes, and/
or emailed copies will not
be accepted. You must
use the BHS Wellness
Portal.
Rewards will be paid to
you as you reach each
point tier. When you
accumulate 300 points,
you will receive the
Bronze reward. When you
reach 600 points, you will
be paid the Silver reward

and when you reach
1,000 points, you will
receive the gold reward.
Rewards will be deposited
into your paycheck.
These cash wellness
rewards are considered
taxable income by the
IRS.
Individuals enrolled in any
of the three Allen County
Health Plans (Plan 1/
Traditional, Plan 3/HDHPHSA, Plan 4/HDHP-HSA)
are eligible for wellness
benefit reimbursements
up to $800 annually.

Mathias, former Allen
Superior Court Judge and
current judge on the State
of Indiana Court of
Appeals, will deliver
remarks and administer
the oaths of office.





Craig
Coroner

The ceremony will begin
at 12 noon in the
Rotunda of the Allen
County Courthouse. It is
open to the public.

The County elected
officials who will be taking
the oaths of office are:



Jeff Sorg; Surveyor



William
Treasurer

The Honorable Paul D.

Celebrating
Adoption Day
Details on Page 3
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New Wellness Program Starts Jan. 1 (continued from page 1)
You may submit the following
expenses, with receipts, to
Pro-Claim for reimbursement
under this benefit:



Routine exams



Weight loss programs



Tobacco cessation copays, prescription
medications, and overthe-counter medications





Acupuncture treatment
for tobacco cessation or
weight loss
Gym membership for the
employee or covered
spouse



Personal training fees for
the employee or covered
spouse

Charges for routine exams will
be submitted to Pro-Claim by
your provider. Remember, if
the charges for the routine
exam exceed $800 – only the
first $800 will be paid by the
wellness reimbursement
benefit. Expenses over $800
are subject to your plan
deductible and payable
thereafter at 80%.
The covered member must
submit a completed wellness
Benefit Reimbursement Claim
Form to Pro-Claim along with
any required documentation

such as itemized receipts.
Eligible wellness expenses will
be reimbursed at 100% up to
an $800 annual limit.
Expenses in excess of $800
will not be reimbursed. For
routine exam charges,
expenses in excess of $800
will be subject to your plan
deductible and payable
thereafter at 80%.
More information on this new
program is available on the
County/City Intranet at
Documents>County
Documents>Human
Resources>Health
&
Wellness.

2017 Maximum Health FSA Contribution Increased
to $2600
The IRS just announced a $50 increase in the health FSA limit for next year.
You can enroll with the new limit during open enrollment, now through November 7 th.

Inauguration Ceremony Dec. 30 (continued from page 1)
Also being sworn into office
on December 30 will be Allen
Superior Court Judges Nancy
Boyer and Charles Pratt.
Judges Dan Avery and Wendy
Davis have scheduling

conflicts that day and will take
the oath on a date prior to the
30th.
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County Mourns Passing of Longtime Councilman Roy Buskirk
Allen County Councilman Roy
Buskirk passed away on
November 4. He was 72.
Councilman
Buskirk
announced in August that he
was being treated for cancer
and had recently begun
hospice care.
The Allen
County
Board
of
Commissioners released the
following statement upon
learning of Councilman
Buskirk's passing:
"Roy leaves behind a proud
legacy
of
integrity,
selflessness and excellence.
As an elected official, he
embodied the highest ideals
of public service, always doing
what he believed was right,
not just what was popular. He
was a fiscal conservative who

held a steadfast belief that
"less government is the best
government." The programs
and policies that he helped
implement during his tenure
on the council will serve Allen
County well, not just for the
present but for many years to
come.
Besides his work on County
Council, Roy also served on
the county's redevelopment
commission, the Allen County
Plan Commission, and the
Joint Permitting Oversight
Board.
Roy was a friend to us, as he
was to many, and he will be
greatly missed. We shall
forever be grateful to him for
his counsel, friendship and
words of wisdom.”

Councilman Buskirk, pictured
here in May 2011, was a
vocal champion of plans to
streamline the land-use
permitting process for largescale developments and
projects in Allen County.

Despite being in ill health, Roy
still attended various events
such as County Night Out in
Huntertown on Oct. 16.

Allen Superior Court Celebrates 10th Annual Adoption Day
November
17
was
designated ‘Adoption Day’ in
Allen County, a special day to
celebrate and honor families
who adopt. On that day, the
Allen County Department of
Child Services (DCS) and Allen
Superior Court, Family
Relations
Division,
collaborated with local
agencies to celebrate the
adoptions of 27 local
children.
“Allen County was the first
community in Indiana to
participate in National
Adoption Day when the Allen
Superior Court established
the observance nine years

ago,” said Judge Charles
Pratt, Allen Superior Court.
“The day is important for the
community as we are all given
the opportunity to learn about
foster care and the blessings
of adoption. But it is far more
important because 27
children will become part of a
forever family on this day.”
The new adoptive families
enjoyed light refreshments
during
a
reception,
compliments of Indiana
Adoption Program.
Anyone interested in learning
more about becoming an
adoptive parent may contact
Jennifer Savage, Special

Needs Adoption Program
(SNAP) Specialist, Department
of Child Services at 260-4633451, ext. 11710.
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Allen County Civil Service Award Recipients
Roberta Keith
Allen County Juvenile Center
Roberta has been with ACJC for 43 years. She
was nominated by the ACJC administrative
team for her commitment to her work and the
juveniles she supervises along with her
community involvement. “Clearly this has
been more than a job for Roberta; she has
invested her livelihood into the youth of Allen
County.”

Robin Rogers and Dean Fowler
Building Department
Robin has been employed for seven years
and is a senior permit specialist. She was
nominated for her "commitment to customer
service, kindness and efficiency" assisting
constituents. Dean has been employed 17
years and is a building inspector. He was
recognized for his demonstrated
"commitment to teamwork and efficient
customer service by offering his talents above
and beyond the requirements" of his position.

Becky Butler
Auditor’s Office
Becky was nominated by her fellow employees
because she "gives so much to our county, in and
out of the Auditor's Office" -- including her work with
the Three Rivers Festival Parade and the Johnny
Appleseed festival. “You cannot ask for a better
representative of Allen County Government.”
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Carrie Pflueger, Kari Pressler, Nina
Bosell, & Angie Salinas (not pictured)
Auditor’s Office
Carrie, Kari, Nina and Angie work the
office’s front counter and engage the
public day in and day out. The four
"convey an incredible first impression to
the public of not only the Auditor's Office
but of Allen County government, as well."
Co-workers have heard them verbally
abused, but more often they hear
“taxpayers thanking them for taking the
time to help them.” They “treat (the
public) with professionalism, patience,
respect and compassion.”

Andy Goodwin
Buildings & Grounds Maintenance
Department
Andy was nominated by the Purchasing
Department for "going and above and
beyond" whenever his assistance is needed.
“Andy always makes sure we have everything
we need to complete our tasks. He lets
Purchasing know “about special issues we
should be aware of ahead of time. We
couldn’t ask for anyone better to work with.”

About the program:
The Board of Commissioners announced establishment of the County Civil Service Award
employee recognition program in December 2015. Nominations are considered for clearly
demonstrating exceptional service, noteworthy commitment or efficient and innovative ideas. All
nominations will be reviewed and, if meeting program requirements, the nominee will be awarded
with a certificate and will be personally recognized for their service by the Board of
Commissioners.
If you wish to nominate a fellow employee, please be sure to provide context for the noteworthy
event as well as specific examples or stories. Contact Human Resources with any questions or
concerns at extension 7217. Submission forms can be found on the Intranet (Documents/
County Documents/Human Resources/Civil Service Nomination Form).
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Meet with a Health Coach
to balance your health goals and commitments
& get the inside scoop on what really works.
Free personal meetings if you are enrolled in a
County medical plan.
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at
the Employee Health Clinic
Anthony Wayne Redi Med
203 E. Berry Street
OR
By Phone
Thursday, Dec. 22, 11:00 am – 12 noon
Schedule your appointment using the HRA portal
You also may earn a point for your “Get the Point”
goal for attending a meeting
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County Highway Equipment, Manpower Ready to Clear
Highways this Winter
Winter is here, and the Allen
County Highway Department
is ready for the upcoming
season.
Employees used a two-week
span during the last week of
October and the first week of
November to prepare all of
their trucks and check other
equipment such as spreaders
and plows.
The Highway Department
uses several types of vehicles
for snow and ice control – five
graders, 27 tandem axle
dump trucks, seven single
axle dump trucks, and four
one-ton small dump trucks.
ACHD also uses ten heavy
duty pick-up trucks to help
clear road intersections and
smaller areas.

Allen County is divided into
north and south districts with
12 zones in each district.
Each zone will have at least
one truck, and some will have
two or more trucks. Graders
are assigned to gravel roads,
areas with large drifts of
snow, and clearing berms of
snow build-ups.
The anti-icing materials used
are sand, salt, calcium
chloride and stone chips. A
sand-salt mixture will be used
on most roads. Calcium
chloride mixed with sand and
salt will be used on roads that
need to be cleaned to bare
pavement. Stone chips will be
used on gravel roads when
they become slippery.

On higher traffic count
highways, liquid calcium
chloride will be applied along
with a salt-sand mixture or
pure salt. 36 trucks are
outfitted with systems that
dispense the liquid onto the
salt and sand. The calcium
chloride solution speeds the
chemical reaction of the salt,
which in turn melts snow and
ice much quicker.
Snow removal begins when
the roadways are determined
to be too slippery or a
s ig n if ic a n t a m ou n t of
accumulation is covering the
road surface. The Sheriff's
Department will also contact
the Highway Department
when the roads are in need of
clearing or treatment.
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Lawmakers Hear County Legislative Priorities for 2017
L on g - te r m, s u s ta in a b le
revenue to fund local road
projects, increased revenue
for alternative sentencing
programs, and the ability for
the
Allen
County
Commissioners to appoint all
members to the Allen County
Board of Health are among
Allen County government’s
major legislative priorities for
the 2017 session of the
Indiana General Assembly.
County officials outlined their
legislative platform to area
lawmakers during a
presentation December 13.
The priorities were developed
by
the
Board
of
Commissioners
and
Government Affairs Director
Beth Lock following
discussions with various
county elected officials. They
include:
LONG-TERM, SUSTAINABLE
HIGHWAY FUNDING
Counties continue to face
increased construction costs
while
simultaneously
experiencing
funding
shortfalls and revenue cuts.
Allen County encourages

stable, long- term funding for
road and transportation
project initiatives. The County
recommends that traditional
streams of revenue be
reviewed, and new streams of
revenue be studied and
adopted. Counties which have
enacted local road funding
adoption tools, such as the
wheel tax and surtax, should
receive a benefit in the
distribution process of new
revenues.
ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING &
RECOVERY WORKS FUNDING
Allen County strongly supports
continued and increased
funding in the 2017 biennium
budget for alterna tive
sentencing and Recovery
Works grants. These grants
provide programs and
services for level 6 felony
offenders who are now
serving their sentences at the
local level rather than the
state level. In addition to
continued appropriations in
the 2017 biennium budget,
the
County
seeks
modifications in grant
guidelines that would enable
it to meet all needs at the

local level brought on by
criminal sentencing reform,
including grant funds utilized
for “bricks and mortar”
f a cilities th a t prov id e
alternative sentencing and
the ability for local criminal
justice providers to apply for
Department of Mental Health
and Addiction funding for
which currently only
Community Mental Health
Centers can apply.
BOARD
OF
APPOINTMENTS

HEALTH

The Allen County Board of
Commissioners seeks an
amendment to state law that
would allow commissioners to
appoint all members to the
Fort Wayne-Allen County
Board of Health. The Board of
Health is funded through the
County’s General Fund and
other user fees. The Board of
Commissioners believe that
the appointments should rest
in the unit which funds the
department. Currently, Boards
of Commissioners appoint all
members to the Health
Boards in 87 of Indiana’s 92
counties.

County Christmas & New Year’s Holiday Schedule Set
All Allen County offices will be
closed on Friday, December
23, and Monday, December
26, for the Christmas holiday.
County offices will reopen for
business on Tuesday,
December 27, and remain

open through Friday,
December 30.
On Monday, January 2, Allen
County offices will be closed
for the New Year’s Day
holiday. County offices will

resume their regular
schedules on Tuesday,
January 3.
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Allen County Extension Office Programs & Events
The Allen County Extension Office will offer the following programs this winter. The general public
is invited to attend. No registration is required. All programs are held at the Allen County
Extension Office on the IPFW campus, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne. For questions,
contact Vickie Hadley at the Allen County Extension Office, 481-6826.



January 4 at 1:00 p.m. “Keeping Your Brain Young”: As we get older we tend to get wiser in
many ways. Thanks to experiences, we may be better at making decisions, have bigger
vocabularies, and be more of an expert in certain areas than we were when we were
younger. As our brains get older, however, it may be a bit harder for us to learn certain
information or remember things. The good news is that there are lots of things you can do to
keep your brain sharp and working well throughout your life! This program will provide
participants with tips on how to improve their “cognitive vitality.” Knowledge is power!



February 9 at 1:00 p.m. “Vitamin D: Sunshine or Supplement?”: Vitamin D, also known as
the sunshine vitamin, plays an important role in bone health and overall health. How much
do you need? Are you getting enough from your diet and the sun? Are supplements safe?
What foods provide Vitamin D? Come learn how Vitamin D plays an essential role to your
health!

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SPRING 2017 MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
The Purdue University Master Gardener volunteer program helps gardeners grow by providing
them with intensive training in horticultural principles. Participants, in turn, share their knowledge
by providing volunteer leadership and service to their communities. In 2017, volunteer training
sessions will begin on April. 3 and conclude in mid-June. Training sessions will be conducted at
the Allen County Extension office on Monday and Wednesday Evenings from 6:00 PM – 9:15 PM
(weekly classes are separate teaching sessions – not the same session)
The $125.00 program fee includes class material and a reference notebook. To learn more
about this very popular volunteer program, contact Ricky Kemery at the Allen County Extension
office (4001 Crescent Avenue-on the IPFW campus) at 260-481-6435 or 260-505-7493 or email
at kemeryr@purdue.edu.
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT THE EXTENSION OFFICE







Ruth B. Sayre Scholarship: The Country Women’s Council (CWC) offers a $500 scholarship
to a woman demonstrating leadership ability and financial need. This scholarship can be
used to supplement tuition, books or other required educational needs. Deadline is February
15, 2017.
Career Advancement Scholarship: IEHA is offering eight $500 scholarships to Indiana
homemakers who are 25 years of age or older. These scholarships are used to complete
education or upgrade vocational skills. One must be admitted to, or cleared for admission, to
an academic or vocational school which is state licensed or accredited. Preference will be
given to a person studying at an undergraduate level. Scholarships will be awarded with
regard to financial need. Former winners may re-apply. Deadline is March 15, 2017.
Allen County Extension Homemaker Scholarship: High school seniors entering Purdue
University, West Lafayette, or IPFW in the fall of 2017, with a major in the College of Health
& Human Sciences are eligible for this $500 scholarship. Deadline is May 1, 2017.

Visit the Allen County Extension Homemaker webpage at www.extension.purdue.edu/allen for
printable scholarship forms.
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Auditor’s Office Gets in the Christmas Spirit
Nothing gets you in the Christmas mood like decorating. That holds true for a number of Allen
County government offices. But the folks in the Auditor’s Office decided to take it a step further
this year. Auditor Tera Klutz organized a Door & Cubicle holiday decorating contest for her
employees, with prizes awarded in different categories. It was completely optional, employees
could only do their decorating before or after work hours or during breaks (Tera even offered to
open the office for a couple of hours on the Friday after Thanksgiving), and the decorations
couldn’t interfere with the functionality of the workspace. Renata Renninger won the award for
Best Decorated Fully Functional; Ashley Pratt was judged Most Original; and Jeff Parnin won for
the Silliest decorations. Below are a few examples of their handiwork. Make sure to drop by the
office before the Christmas break to view their creativity for yourself!
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County
Happenings

If your department is celebrating an
accomplishment or doing something good
in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next
edition!

Commissioners Therese Brown and Linda Bloom joined with
other officials and Fort Wayne Trails for a ribbon-cutting
ceremony to officially open the Covington Road Trail on Nov. 17
at the corner of Covington and West Hamilton Roads.

Allen County Government took time to recognize County
employees along with their spouses and children who are
veterans or currently serving in the military during the month of
November. Photos of veterans and service members were
collected by the Human Resources Department and displayed in
the lobby of the Edwin J. Rousseau Centre.

Allen County again participated in
the Salvation Army’s Adopt-aFamily Program. A big thank you
to all of the generous employees
who contributed gifts, necessities
and monetary donations to a
family in need this holiday season.

Samm Johnson, Allen County 4-H
Youth Development Extension
Educator, and Indiana's
Navigating Difference Cultural
Competency team were honored
with the Purdue Extension
Diversity Award during this year's
Professional Development
Conference.

Allen Circuit Judge Thomas Felts
speaks during ceremonies Nov.
7 recognizing seven military
veterans who graduated from the
Joint Veterans Treatment Court.
The three-year-old program
combines rigorous treatment
and accountability for veterans
facing incarceration due to
charges stemming from
substance abuse or mental
health issues. The Court
promotes sobriety, recovery and
stability through a coordinated
response and the understanding
that the bonds of military service
and combat run deep.

Allen County Parks reminds you
that if there is more than 4 inches
of accumulated snow on the
ground, come out to Fox Island
and Metea County Parks for cross
country skiing. We have a limited
number of skis available for rent
and sometimes we’ll be open only
if you have your own equipment.
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Employee News
The Latest News About YOU!
New Employees


Rebecca Aurand joined the Allen County Voter Registration Office as Systems Operator on
December 12.



Ben Schoch has joined the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office as a Real Estate Records Deputy.

Retirements


Sharon Knuth retired on December 9 from the Allen County Voter Registration Office after serving
as Democratic Chief Deputy for over 8 years.



Joanne Chandler is retiring on December 31 after 25 years of public service with the Allen County
Building Department.

Awards & Achievements


Allen County Commissioner Therese Brown was re-elected as the Northeast District President of
the Indiana Association of County Commissioners.



Austin Dean, Real Estate Appraisal Deputy for the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office, has
received the Level III Assessor-Appraiser Certification.



Chris Gilbert with the Allen County Assessor’s Office received his Level III Assessor-Appraiser
Certification.



The Allen County Sheriff’s Department presented the following awards at its Employee
Recognition Banquet on Dec. 9: Larry Parker, Civilian Lifetime Service Award; Bronze Stars to Cpl.
Jason Baker and Sgt. Michele Halsey; Life Saving Awards to Off. Kenneth Litzenberg, Off. Thomas
Gannon, Off. Christopher Amstutz, Off. Thomas Castleman, Off. Paul Heffner; Letters of
Commendation to Off. Stephen Shepherd, Off. Anis Softic, Off. Kevin Neher, Off. JD Bleeke, Off.
Kevin Surface, Off. James Williams, Off. Ben Fries; Letters of Appreciation to Off. Joel Ellert, Off.
Kevin Surface, Det. Sean Kelly, Off. Brandon Reichert, Off. Paul Heffner, Off. Andrew Peters, Off.
Kristen Lewis.

Condolences


Our sincerest condolences to Kim Bowman, executive director of the Joint Department of Planning
Services, following the passing of her mother Sara Raible on Dec. 3.

Births



Ashley Mosser with the Allen County Assessor’s Office gave birth to her son Mac Mosser on Dec.
5.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you’d like others in
County Government to know about? How about a significant achievement or
award? Has there been a special event that’s taken place in the life of an
employee they’d like to share?
Then send an email to
michael.green@allencounty.us and we’ll put it in The ACE!

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter is electronically
published every other month by the Allen County Public
Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries may be sent to:
The Allen County Commissioners Office, c/o The ACE,
200 E. Berry St., Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
W E’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW. ALLENCOUNTY. US

Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Facebook,
and

Twitter,
YouTube

To All Allen County Employees:
Merry Christmas, Happy
Holidays and Best Wishes for a
Joyous New Year!

