6th Annual Employee Health &
Wellness Fair Set for July 18
The Allen County Human
Resources Department,
along with the Fort Wayne
-Allen County Department
of Health and the County
Employee Health Clinic,
are teaming up again to
present the 6th Annual
Employee Health and
Wellness Fair on July 18.
The event will start at
7:00 a.m. and run to 1:00
p.m. in the Garden Level
of Citizens Square.
Blood draws will be
available during the fair
and you can schedule an

appointment using the
Health Risk Assessment
online tool to save time
and receive priority over
walk-ins. Employees and
spouses covered under
the county’s medical plan
are eligible for a free
blood draw. Others may
participate for a fee of
$20. Your County ID
badge is required. Blood
draws will be CASH ONLY.
In addition, you’ll be able
to receive your lab results
through the HRA online
tool.
Information on
scheduling a blood draw

and viewing lab results is
available on the County’s
intranet site by going to
C ou n ty
Doc u men ts /
Human Resources/Health
& Wellness.
Health screenings —
including blood pressure,
glucose/cholesterol, bone
density, and vision — will
be available, along with
information on eating
healthier,
smoking
cessation resources, and
other topics.
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Courthouse Dome
Work Completed
Details on Page 6

(Continued on Page 2)

Nominations Being Accepted for Linda
& Jerry Vandeveer Impact Award
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners
announced
that
nominations are being
accepted for the “Linda
and Jerry Vandeveer
Impact Award,” designed
to honor volunteerism
and community service
work in the names of the
longtime community
advocates.

the
Board
of
Commissioners office in
Suite 410 of Citizens
Square. Nominees will be
evaluated based on four
criteria:

Nominations will be
accepted through July 7.
Forms are available
o n l i n e
a t
www.allencounty.us or at





Vision and action:
seeing a need in their
community
and
taking steps to meet
that need
Selflessness and
sacrifice: devoting
their time and energy
in service to their
community without

seeking recognition
or reward





Commitment and
perseverance:
working through
difficulties
and
challenges to achieve
their goal
Impact: making a
positive impact in
their commun ity
through their work
and serving as
encouragement for
others to do likewise

(Continued on Page 2)
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Summer Blood Drive Nets Red Cross 54 Units
Employees of Allen County
and the City of Fort Wayne
have given the Red Cross the
ability to provide life-saving
blood to as many as 162
people.

This was the 17th year that
employees have participated
in the summer drive,
sponsored by the Allen County
Board of Commissioners and
the City of Fort Wayne.

The Summer City-County
Blood Drive concluded on
June 21 with government
employees donating 54 units
of blood. There were also six
f irs t - t im e d on ors wh o
participated.

“It is always a challenge for
the Red Cross to collect
enough blood to service the
65 hospitals in the region,”
said Erica Blake with the local
chapter of the American red
Cross, “so we are grateful to

all who donated for being
willing to roll up your sleeves
and give a living part of
yourself to save the life of
another. All of you are heroes
to patients in need and you
should be very proud of your
contribution.”
The next blood drive for
county and city employees will
take place on Tuesday,
January 23, 2018.

“Jump Into Health” Fair July 18 (continued from page 1)
New this year are TSH
(Thyroid) & PSA (Prostate)
testing. These are optional
tests costing $15.00
You can earn 10 “Get the
Point” credits simply by
completing your Score Card.
Be sure to drop off your Score
Card to receive points. You’ll
earn another 100 points for a

Chem 23 blood draw. Details
about the “Get the Point”
wellness program rewards
can be found on the intranet
under County Documents/
Human Resources/Health &
Wellness.

the past hour will be eligible
for each hourly prize. Grand
prize drawings, including a Fit
Bit, will be held at the end of
the day.

In addition, there will be a
new prize drawing every hour.
Only new names entered in

Vandeveer Impact Award Nominations (continued from page 1)

The Allen County
Commissioners
announced last
September
establishment of the
Linda & Jerry
Vandeveer Impact
Award

The award will be presented
on September 29. Recipients
will receive an individual
plaque and their names will
be included on a perpetual
plaque that will remain in the
Commissioners’ office.
The
commissioners
announced last September
establishment of the award to
be presented annually to an
individual or individuals who

reside in Allen County and
have lived a life of service to
our community outside of
their regular profession in the
example and tradition set by
the Vandeveers.
The Vandeveers are best
known in the community for
their tireless advocacy on
behalf of police and
firefighters, which included
creating and maintaining the

Allen
County
Law
Enf orcemen t/ Firef igh ters
Memorial on North Wells
Street.
They were also
instrumental in making
improvements to the BakerFairfield neighborhood where
they lived and worked. Linda
Vandeveer passed away
September 29, 2016, after
battling Stage 4 terminal
cancer.
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Boyer Named “Distinguished Barrister” By
Indiana Lawyer
Allen Superior Court Judge
Nancy Eshcoff Boyer has been
named a “Distinguished
Barrister” by The Indiana
Lawyer, a trade publication
covering Courts and the legal
profession. The statewide list
spotlights 30 distinguished
legal practitioners and
emerging attorneys in the
Indiana legal community.
Indiana Lawyer highlighted
Judge Boyer’s work to
improve
civil
court
proceedings, both locally and
across Indiana. She was one
of only two Allen County
lawyers recognized.

Indiana Lawyer noted that,
during her tenure as
Administrative Judge of Allen
Superior Court’s Civil Division,
Judge Boyer
led
a
restructuring of case
management that reduced
the time before cases came
to trial from 3-1/2 years to
one year. She also created
and continues to oversee
Superior Court’s Mortgage
Foreclosure Trial Court
Assistance Project, which is
designed to work out
agreements between lenders
and homeowners facing
foreclosure.

Indiana Lawyer also
highlighted Judge Boyer’s
statewide work on the
Indiana Judges Association
Civil Instructions Committee.
The committee rewrote
instructions for civil trial
juries, making them more
easily explained and
understood by jurors.

AIC District Essay Contest Winner from Allen County
9-year-old Tristan Hamblin
was the winner of the
Association of Indiana
Counties’ Northeast District
Essay Contest. Tristan is the
son of Martha Hamblin, who
works in the Allen County
Assessor’s office.
Tristan
received a received $100
savings bond from Star Bank,
sponsor of the essay contest.
Here is the essay Tristan
submitted:
Our roads and streets are
very important.
Nobody
wants to drive on a gravel
road or fall in a pothole. So
road maintenance is key to a
good community. There are
many factors that go into
picking which roads or streets
are improved. The number

one factor is: vehicle miles
traveled.
This means the
number of vehicle trips per
day multiplied by length of the
roadway segment.
The
second factor is: dwelling
density; which is the number
of houses with roadway
frontage divided by the length
of the roadway segment.
According to Bill Hartman,
Executive Director of the Allen
County Highway Department,
Allen County has many
ongoing projects.
Some
projects are funded partly by
federal funds, others locally.
One ongoing locally funded
road improvement project is
paving gravel roads in Allen
County.
The Allen County
Commissioners give ½ million
dollars each year to chip and

seal gravel roads.
This
helps to pave about 5 miles
a year. There are currently
about 200 miles of gravel
roads in the county.
Keeping the roads and
streets in good shape is
very important. Our roads
and streets keep us
connected to the world and
bring the world to us.
Without our roads and
streets we would be an
island, nothing in or out.

Page 3

Page 4

The ACE

Allen County Civil Service Award Recipients
Erika Pitcher
Allen County Health Department
Erika is the Community Health & Case Management
Division Director. Sheryl Mourey, Director of Clinical
Outcomes & Infection Prevention at St. Joseph
Hospital, sent the following email: “Erika: Thank you
so much for what you do! I cannot tell you how much
I appreciate all the help and education you have
given me over the past year as I struggled along as a
new infection control practitioner. You are an
amazing resource!”

Sarah Castillo
Allen County Health Department
Sarah is the Vital Records Division
Director. A gentleman from Fishers,
Indiana, who needed assistance with a
birth record issue sent the following email:
“Sarah Castillo has been 120+% helpful in
getting me the information that I needed.
We have talked a couple of times when I
really didn’t understand some parent
name issues that I was dealing with and
she helped to walk me through it not only
to understand, but she explained it in a
VERY professional, businesslike and polite
manner.”

The Board of Commissioners announced establishment of the County Civil Service Award
employee recognition program in December of 2015. Nominations are considered for clearly
demonstrating exceptional service, noteworthy commitment or efficient and innovative ideas. All
nominations will be reviewed and, if meeting program requirements, the nominee will be awarded
with a certificate and will be personally recognized for their service by the Board of
Commissioners.
If you wish to nominate a fellow employee, please be sure to provide context for the noteworthy
event as well as specific examples or stories. Contact Tom Fox in Human Resources with any
questions or concerns at thomas.fox@co.allen.in.us or by phone at extension 4225. Submission
forms can be found on the Intranet (Documents/County Documents/Human Resources/Civil
Service Nomination Form).
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Repair Work on Courthouse Glass Dome Completed
A major project in the Allen County Courthouse to repair water-damaged murals and clean and
reinforce the facility's stained glass dome wrapped up with the return and installation of the glass
pieces earlier this month.
The project was initiated when water damage to the pendentive arches was noted during a photo
shoot in the courthouse. Since then, the Allen County Courthouse Preservation Trust has worked
closely with the county's maintenance department and other contractors to find and fix the leak
in the attic. During the time of exploration for the attic leaks, a survey of the stain glass dome
was also performed. The stain glass is 15 years post-restoration and was in need of thorough
cleaning and some repair. Reinforcement was also added to the back of the windows to prevent
deflection.
Art Femenella with Femenella and Associations performed the work on the stain glass dome. Part
of the maintenance work included cleaning the art glass; replacing or repairing missing or broken
glass; repairing lead matrix; flattening panels and installing custom curved support bars to topside of dome. All of this work will maintain the existing design aesthetic and the integrity of the
window.
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City-County Disability Advisory Council Announced
Helping Allen County and the
City of Fort Wayne become
more inclusive of people with
disabilities is the idea behind
the establishment of a new
community panel.
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners and Mayor
Tom Henry jointly announced
plans to form a Fort WayneAllen County Disability
Advisory Council.
The
purpose of the council is to
assist in providing equal
access for people with
disabilities to employment,
services, programs and
activities offered in the city
and county.

“With the diversity that exists
within today’s society, it does
take all of us to enhance this
community’s quality of life,”
said Commissioner Nelson
Peters. “The Fort Wayne-Allen
County Disability Advisory
Council will help to ensure
that everyone will have a
voice at the table with all of
th os e qu a li ty of lif e
discussions.”
Some of the council’s
responsibilities will include
serving as an information
resource for city and county
elected officials and
administrators regarding
needs and conditions of

people with disabilities,
identifying barriers to full
community participation, and
recommending corrective
actions.

Allen County Commissioner
Nelson Peters is joined by
representatives from various
agencies which serve the disabled
to announce the establishment of
a joint Fort Wayne-Allen County
Disability Advisory Council.

Prep for Tick Season & Eliminate Mosquito Breeding Sites
The Fort Wayne-Allen County
Department of Health has
begun its annual mosquito
control program.
The program involves treating
and eliminating potential
breeding sites and placing
traps to collect and test
mosquitoes for disease.
Residents can do their part to
control mosquito breeding by
emptying flower pots and
other containers, replacing
water in birdbaths, cleaning
out clogged gutters and
eliminating other sources of
standing water on their
property.
Un-rimmed tires
should be covered or taken to
tire businesses for recycling.

Another way to prevent
mosquitoes from breeding is
by cleaning out swimming
pools or putting a tight cover
on them. Residents should
also check the lids of trash
and recycling containers.
Ensure the lid tightly fits the
container.
The Department of Health
also recommends residents
wear pants and long-sleeve
shirts and use insect repellent
on clothes and exposed skin
when spending time outside.
Mosquitofish will be available
to the public for placement in
ornamental ponds and water
gardens beginning in early
June. Please contact Vector

Control at 449-7459 before
picking up the fish.
Right now is also prime tick
season. Those working in the
yard or near a wooded area or
hiking should use repellants.
They’re also encouraged to
put their pant legs into their
socks so ticks can’t crawl up
their legs. Residents living
near a wooded area should
create a three foot-wide
barrier of stone or mulch
between their yard and the
wooded area.
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Pay Attention to Fireworks Safety This 4th of July
Many people associate
fireworks with Independence
Day. The Indiana Fire
Marshal’s Office, a division
the Indiana Department of
Homeland Security, and the
Indiana State Department of
Health warn Hoosiers to use
care when discharging
fireworks.







a safe distance from the
shooting site.



Do not alter any fireworks
device or attempt to
make your own fireworks.



Only light one firework
item at a time and never
attempt to re-light or fix a
“dud” firework.

Never let children handle,
play with, or light any
fireworks.



Have a fire extinguisher,
water supply, hose, or
bucket of water nearby.

Store fireworks in a cool,
dry place away from the
reach of children.



Use a clear, open area
and keep your audience



Be cautious when lighting
fireworks when it is
windy.

handling fireworks.



Never aim, point, or throw
fireworks at another
person.



Use fireworks outdoors,
never indoors.

Never smoke or drink
alcoholic beverages while

Discounted Tickets for Summer Fun
Looking for some family fun
this summer? If so, you are in
luck!
Just about everyone loves
going to the zoo or an
amusement park, right? What
if you could go and also save
money? As an employee of
Allen County, you have the
opportunity to do just that this
summer.
First, all Allen County
employees can purchase
discounted tickets to the Fort
Wayne Children’s Zoo. Just go
to http://store.kidszoo.org
and enter Store Name ACG
and click “submit.” You’ll be
able to purchase tickets for
adults, children and seniors —
all at discounted prices!

Next, maybe you’ve already
been to the zoo and you’re
now interested in hitting the
road for a little more
excitement. You know, like
the kind you can get at an
amusement park. Well, Allen
County employees can
purchase discounted ticket to
Cedar Point and Kings Island.
Just go on line and go to
https://ticketsatwork.com.
Using your email address, and
the
Company
Code
CPALLENCOUNTY, you can
create an account and order
tickets to Cedar Point and
Kings Island and save money!
So be cool and enjoy these
hot summer attractions at
discounted prices. More

information is also available
on the intranet.
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Allen County Extension Office Programs & Events
Preserving Nature’s Bounty Home Food Preservation Workshops: July 18, 7:00-8:30 p.m. and
Aug. 2, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Topics include canning, freezing, dehydrating and food storage. $5 fee to
cover printed materials. Pre-Registration preferred. Call 481-6826 to register.
Get Checking: July 13, 1:00-5:00 p.m. and Aug. 7, 5:00-9:00 p.m.: Topics include: introduction to
Get Checking; choosing an account right for you; managing your account; keys to successful
money management; credit. FREE and open to the public (Pre-Registration preferred) at the Allen
County Extension Office, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne. Register by visiting the Home &
Money page on the web for a printable registration form. Questions? Contact Vickie Hadley at
481-6826 or by email, hadleyv@purdue.edu.
The 28th Allen County 4-H Fair -- July 25–30: Allen County Fairgrounds. Gate Admission: $5.00.
Wednesday: Seniors (over age 55) - $3.00. Information on Fair events is available online at
allencountyfairgroundsin.com.
Adult Fashion Show Entries Needed: Participate on a professional or non-professional level by
sewing for yourself or others! Categories include: Family Outfits; Dresses; Coats or Suits;
Separates; My Choice; Sewing for Others/Children, Teens or Adults; Wedding Gowns; Bridesmaid
or Formal; Embellished Garment with Hand or Machine Embroidery. Judging will be: Tuesday, July
11, 4:30 p.m. at the Allen County Extension Office. Public Fashion Show: Tuesday, July 25, 7:00
p.m. at the Allen County Fairgrounds. Entry forms are available at the Extension Office or visit the
Extension Homemaker page on our web www.extension.purdue.edu/allen. Entry Deadline:
Thursday, July 6.
Adult Open Class at the Allen County Fair—July 25–30: Open Class registrations forms are now
available to exhibit in this year’s Allen County Fair. Visit the Extension Homemaker page on the
web at www.extension.purdue.edu/allen to upload your forms or stop by the office. Invite a friend
to participate and share your creative talents! There are a variety of exhibits to choose from.
Projects will be displayed in the Home & Family Arts Building during the Allen County Fair.
Pie Baking Contest at the Allen County Fair—July 26 at Home & Family Arts Bldg.: Pie entry:
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Pie judging: 3:00 p.m. Prizes will be awarded in three categories: Doublecrust pie; Single-crust pie; Lattice-crust pie. NO refrigerated or cream pies accepted. Only one pie
per contestant for the judging. Additional pies may be donated for the auction. The recipe for both
the crust and the filling must be submitted by the contestant at the time of entry. ALL Pies
(Including pie pan) will be auctioned with all profits donated to the Allen County Fairgrounds
Building Fund. No pre-registration is required. For information, call Vickie Hadley, 481-6826.
“Family Favorites” Cookbook: In commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the Allen County
Extension Homemakers (ACEH), a limited supply of the ever popular “Family Favorites” cookbook
has been reprinted. Created in 1994 by ACEH, the book contains over 380 pages of timehonored, traditional recipes, passed from generation to generation. Highly requested, this is sure
to be a hit to any collector and makes a wonderful gift. Copies sell for just $15.00 each (cash or
check). Pick up your copy at the Extension Office.
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Employee News
The Latest News About YOU!
New Employees


Alex Overby has joined the staff of the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum as the Marketing and
Media Coordinator. Before working at the Memorial Coliseum, Alex worked as the Marketing
Manager at Science Central.

Moving On


Janette Jacquay resigned her position as Director of Human Resources on May 26. She has
accepted a position in the private sector.

Retirements


Jean Jones retired from county government on June 23. Jean has worked in a variety of roles with
the Purdue Extension Service, the Wood Youth Center and the Auditor’s office. For the past 24
years, she served as bookkeeper and office manager for Youth Services Center.



Doris Wims with County Purchasing retired on April 28 after 42 years of service to county
government.

Births


Andrea Farmer and her husband Chris welcomed Nora Lynn on April 7. Andrea is a Finance
Deputy IV in the Finance/Child Support Division of the Clerk of the Courts office.



Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Aaron Stoll and his wife Casey welcomed son Murphy Dean Stoll on
April 24.

 IT Director Ed Steenman became a grandpa with the birth of grandson Colin (left)
last month.

 County Auditor Nick Jordan and wife Lindsay welcomed their sixth child, Charles
Xavier (left), on April 28.

On behalf of myself and my family, I would like to take this opportunity to thank
each and every one of you for your expressions of sympathy following the recent
passing of my son, Joe Green, on May 25. It is without a doubt the most painful,
difficult time a parent can go through and the journey moving forward won’t be
the same. But your kind words and prayers have helped us endure and we will be
forever grateful to you.
Mike Green, ACE Editor and County Public Information Officer
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County
Happenings

If your department is celebrating an
accomplishment or doing something good
in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next
edition!

How do you know when the
flooding gets bad? When the
Allen County Highway
Department has more to worry
about than just high water
across our roads. On Memorial
Day weekend, the South Barn
had to deal with high water that
flooded the parking lot and
seeped into the mechanics’
garage area. Fortunately no
major damage — but there was
a lot of mud scraping and floor
cleaning that had to be done.

The Waynedale Business Chamber
presented a $5,000 check on May 3
to Allen County and City of Fort
Wayne officials to help cover a
portion of the cost of a weather siren
for the Waynedale community. The
county and city will split the
remaining $21,000 cost.

Commissioners Nelson Peters
and Therese Brown were on
hand May 9 to honor Dr. Tom
Hayhurst on his retirement
after more than 40 years as
director of the Fort Wayne-Allen
County Health Department’s TB
Clinic.

The annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony was
held May 12 at the Law Enforcement/Firefighters Memorial of
Allen County. Among those speaking was Commissioner Therese
Brown.

It took only six weeks for Most
Precious Blood School to collect
400 pounds of plastic caps which
were turned into this bench as part
of the Allen County Solid Waste
Management District’s “A Bench for
Caps” program. The students were
eager to collect the caps in honor
of Father Joe, their beloved pastor.

Allen County elected officials and
department heads met with state
lawmakers on May 23 at the
Memorial Coliseum for the County’s
Legislative Breakfast, recapping
how the County’s platform fared
during the recently completed
session of the General Assembly
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About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter is electronically
published every other month by the Allen County Public
Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries may be sent to:
The Allen County Commissioners Office, c/o The ACE,
200 E. Berry St., Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
W E’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW. ALLENCOUNTY. US

Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Don’t Forget…

County Offices Will Be
Closed on Tuesday, July 4th,
for the Independence Day
Holiday!!!

