Nov. 6 Deadline to File Open Enrollment Benefit Forms
Allen County employees
are reminded that the
deadline for completing
their electronic open
enrollment benefit forms
is November 6.

Kronos system. Benefit
materials summarizing
each plan are available
on the intranet, the
Kronos site, and from the
Benefits Department.

Every eligible County
employee must enroll
using the Kronos Selfservice system at https://
allencounty.kronos.net to
continue any coverage in
2018, even if you do not
wish to make any
changes. Your coverage
will not automatically
continue. Kronos is
available through any
computer with internet
connection, even from
home. Kiosks are also
available in Human
Resources to access the

MEETINGS ON DEMAND
The open enrollment
meetings are available on
Vimeo. The link to view
the presentation from
your phone or home
computer is
www.vimeo.com/236146
671. The password is
allencounty. The video
may also be viewed on
the Kronos site under the
Alert tile along with the
open enrollment event.
The HSA presentation is
also available to view
online at

www.vimeo.com/236409
773, password
allencounty.
WORKING SPOUSE RULE
The Working Spouse Rule
requires your spouse to
enroll in medical
coverage available from
his or her employer’s
group health plan to be
eligible for coverage
under the County’s plan.
Written proof from your
spouse’s employer
verifying they are enrolled
or that coverage is not
available is required each
year to the Benefits
Department by November
30 to continue coverage
with the County.
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
ENDS NOV. 5 AT 2 A.M.!
Remember to turn your
clocks back one hour
before you go to bed
Saturday night, Nov. 4

(Continued on page 2)

Courtroom 107 Undergoes Renovation
As first published in Indiana Court Times

It is a challenge faced by
courts
throughout
Indiana: matching the
modern day needs of the
courts with the limitations
of historic courthouses.
But in Allen County, an
Allen County Judges abundance of will and
Nancy Boyer, Stanley ingenuity found a way to
Levine and Fran Gull
tackle the problem.
speak with staff
while unveiling
Courtroom 107, a
renovated space in
the Allen County
Courthouse.
(Courtesy Indiana
Court Times)

After struggling for years
with limited space and
aging technology, Allen
Superior Court Judges
embarked on a project

with
the
County
C omm is s ion e rs
and
others that resulted in a
cutting-edge courtroom
experience for judges,
staff, litigants and jurors.
Courtroom 107, located
on the first floor of the
Allen County Courthouse,
had not been renovated
or expanded since the
e a r l y
1 9 9 0 s .
Opportunities to expand
the courtroom were
limited. It was wedged in

between a law library and
offices of the Courthouse
Preservation Trust.
The judges had a vision
for the courtroom, and
sought the advice of Fort
Wayne architect Ed
Welling of Grinsfelder
Associates Architects, to
help design what Allen
County’s Buildings and
Grounds Department
would eventually build.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Renovations Made to Courtroom 107 (continued from page 1)

Courtroom 107
during the
renovation phase.
(Courtesy Indiana
Court Times)

“Allen County’s building
department does incredible
work,” said Judge Nancy
Boyer. “But we wanted to
make sure this project would
meet the Court’s needs now
and for many years to come.
So we invested additional
resources in the help of an
architect who could optimize
the space and design it
around the flow of the
courtroom process.”
Allen County Buildings and
Grounds
builders,
electricians, and carpenters

worked three shifts a day to
complete the project, which
lasted from October 2016
until February 2017. Vance
Hernandez, Director of
Buildings and Grounds,
worked in tandem with the
Judges and Commissioners to
make sure the project went to
plan.
The courtroom has more than
doubled in size to 1,945
square feet. A newly built jury
room is accessible directly
from the courtroom, without
having to pass through public

spaces. The jury room also
doubles as conference space
for the judges. The larger
courtroom also allowed for
expansion of space for
plaintiff and defendant
attorney tables.
“This project is a step forward
for our courts that will make
an enormous difference for
litigants, staff, and judges,”
Judge Fran Gull added.

Open Enrollment Reminders (continued from page 1)
This rule does not apply to
spouses who are both Allen
County employees. This rule
also does not apply to
spouses who work part-time.
Employer verification is
required.

require a copy of a birth
certificate for children and a
marriage license for spouses
for your coverage to begin.
Send your documents to the
Benefits Department by
November 30.

LEGAL
DEPENDENT
D O C U M E N T A T I O N
Dependents added to your
benefit election form for 2018

E N R O L L M E N T
A P P O I N T M E N T S
Appointments are available
through November 3 to

discuss your plan options with
a Hylant representative by
calling 969-3947.

Superior Court Judicial Officers Complete Indiana Judicial College Program

From left to right
Judge Daniel G.
Heath, Judge Stanley
A. Levine and
Magistrate Samuel
R. Keirns

Three Allen Superior Court
judicial officers recently
completed the Indiana
Judicial College continuing
education program, offered by
the Indiana Supreme Court.
Judge Daniel G. Heath, Judge
Stanley A. Levine and
Magistrate Samuel R. Keirns
received their diplomas during

the annual meeting of the
Judicial Conference of
Indiana, held in Fort Wayne.
Graduates received their
diplomas from Indiana
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Loretta H. Rush.
In order to complete the
program, judicial officers are
required to complete 120

hours of designated credit
hours offered by the Indiana
Office of Court Services. The
pr og ra ms of f e red a re
designed for judicial officers
to enhance their legal
knowledge and professional
development.
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Memorial Coliseum Dedicates Bob Chase Way
The Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum held a
dedication ceremony October
2 to officially designate the
circle drive in front of the
building as “Bob Chase Way.”
Fort Wayne Komet Hockey
President Michael Franke,
members of Mr. Chase’s
family and Coliseum officials
offered remarks at the
dedication ceremony.

The Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum Board of
Trustees approved the plan
to rename the roadway in
honor of the late Fort Wayne
Komets broadcaster at their
regular meeting on June 26,
2017.
Bob Chase spent his 63‐
year broadcasting career
calling Fort Wayne Komets
games on WOWO radio in
Fort Wayne.

Dan & Judi Wire Receive 2017 Vandeveer Impact Award
It was established to honor an
Allen County couple long
noted for their community
service work. And on Sept.
29, the Allen County Board of
Commissioners presented the
2017 Linda & Jerry
Vandeveer Award to another
deserving husband-and-wife
team.
Dan and Judi Wire received
the honor during a ceremony
at Citizens Square which also
recognized five other persons
who were nominated by the
public for their work.
Judi Wire was nominated for
her efforts to revitalize the
Wells Street Corridor. She
worked with the City of Fort
Wayne on plans to make the
corridor a prime destination.
She got business owners
involved in the planning
stages of redesigning the
streetscape and traffic flow.

And she was instrumental in
working with several
departments to obtain almost
$900,000 in stimulus funds
to complete the new sewers
and reconstruction of the
corridor.
Dan Wire's work to clean up
and reuse the local rivers was
cited in his nomination. He
helped with the formation of
the "Friends of the River" and
has devoted his time to
educating the public about
the rivers' potential. He has
given river and walking tours
and
had
extensive
conversation with state
environmental officials about
what could be done to help
make the rivers cleaner. He
recently became executive
director of the Tri-State
Watershed Alliance.
The Wires received a personal
plaque and their names will

Judi and Dan Wire received the
2017 Linda & Jerry Vandeveer
Award from the Allen County
Board of Commissioners on
Sept. 29.

be included on a permanent
plaque to be kept in the
commissioners' office.
The other nominees honored
at the ceremony were Aimee
Bell, local nurse practitioner;
Cheryl Mowan, St. Vincent
DePaul volunteer; Sgt.
Mitchell McKinney with the
Fort
Wayne
Police
Department; Dr. Rachel
Rayburn, IPFW associate
prof es s or; a n d D eb by
Stellwagen with the Boys and
Girls Club of Fort Wayne.
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Allen County Civil Service Award Recipients
Trina Riecke
Health Department
Trina was nominated by David Fiess, Director of vector
Control & Environmental Services. Trina works with
families, especially children, who are affected by
poisoning from lead found in the paint and soil of their
homes. Lead poisoning is one of the most detrimental
issues in causing childhood development delays.

Jesse Hawk, County Assessor’s office
Sharri Hays, Wayne Twp. Assessor’s office
Jesse was nominated for working to resolve
computer-related problems for his co-workers. "That
is an invaluable service to he Assessor's office."
Sharri "continuously goes above and beyond when
serving the public and always makes sure everyone
is well taken care of."

Kevin Hambrick
Community Corrections
Kevin is Drug Screen Coordinator for Community
Corrections. "Kevin has embraced this position with pride
and respect. He has used his 17 years being clean and
sober to encourage clients to consider making positive
changes away from drug and alcohol use. Kevin is to be
commended for his willingness to share his sobriety in a
way that is encouraging and hopeful."

About the program:
Nominations for the County Civil Service Award are considered for clearly demonstrating exceptional
service, noteworthy commitment or efficient and innovative ideas. All nominations will be reviewed
and, if meeting program requirements, the nominee will be awarded with a certificate and will be personally recognized for their service by the Board of Commissioners.
If you wish to nominate a fellow employee, please be sure to provide context for the noteworthy event
as well as specific examples or stories. Contact Human Resources with any questions or concerns at
extension 7217. Submission forms can be found on the Intranet (Documents/County Documents/
Human Resources/Civil Service Nomination Form).
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Bats Pose Rabies Risks for Residents
If a bat is found in your home,
do not kill it or set it free if
there is a chance it may have
come in contact with a person
or pet. Allen County health
officials urge you instead to
safely capture the bat and
contact the local animal
control office to have it tested
for rabies.
Rabies is a viral disease of
the central nervous system
that is almost always fatal
once symptoms begin. The
virus is carried in the saliva of
infected animals and is
usually transmitted to people
and other animals when they
are bitten or scratched by the
rabid animal.

While it is still a low
percentage of bats that do
carry rabies, a bat that is
active during the day, is
unable to fly, or is found in a
place where bats are not
usually seen -- such as a room
in your home -- is more likely
to be rabid.
In many cases, however, the
expensive treatment is
unnecessary if the bat can be
safely captured and found to
be rabies-free.
To safely capture a bat
indoors, close the windows,
room and closet doors, turn
on lights, and wait for the bat
to land. Wearing long sleeves

and heavy gloves, cover the
bat with a pail, coffee can or
similar container. Call your
local animal control office. If
you spot a grounded bat
outdoors, you can prevent
further contact with people
and pets by covering it with a
pail or similar container and
then calling the animal control
office.
Health officials also urge
people not to handle bats or
other wild animals, to "batproof' their homes by
repairing or plugging any
holes larger than a half-inch,
and to wash any bite or
scratch wounds with soap and
water.

Health Dept. Awarded Grant to Provide Education, Distribute Naloxone
The Fort Wayne-Allen County
Department of Health was
awarded a grant from the
Indiana State Department of
Health (ISDH) that will allow
the department to distribute
naloxone kits to community
agencies in an effort to help
prevent fatal opioid
overdoses. The kits contain
naloxone hydrochloride, a non
-narcotic medication that
reverses the life-threatening
respiratory failure that is
usually the cause of overdose
deaths. Naloxone is also
known by the trade name
Narcan®.
The Fort Wayne-Allen County
Department of Health will be
training and distributing the
naloxone kits to the Fort

Wayne Police Department,
New Haven Police
Department, New Haven EMS,
Allen County Adult Probation,
Allen County Public Library,
and the Allen County Syringe
Services Program.
In 2016, 68 people in Allen
County died of drug overdose,
while 804 people sustained
nonfatal overdoses in our
community. Provisional ISDH
data shows in 2016, 1,271
Hoosiers died of drug
poisoning, and nearly 8,300
people visited Indiana
emergency departments due
to nonfatal opioid overdoses.
Anyone in need of naloxone
can request it from a
registered entity using a
statewide standing order

signed on September 5, 2017
by Jennifer D.H. Walthall, MD,
MPH, Director of FSSA, after
Dr. Jerome Adams, former
Indiana State Health
Commissioner, took his new
position as United States
Surgeon General. Individuals
don't need a prescription from
a private healthcare provider
as long as they're requesting
naloxone from an entity
registered at
www.optIN.in.gov.
For information on treatment
for substance use disorder,
visit the Indiana Family and
Social Services
Administration's Division of
Mental Health and Addiction
website at http://www.in.gov/
fssa/dmha.
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Allen County Extension Office Programs & Events
The Allen County Extension Office will offer the following programs this fall and winter. The
general public is invited to attend. No registration is required. All programs are held at the Allen
County Extension Office on the IPFW campus, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne. For
questions, contact Vickie Hadley at the Allen County Extension Office, 481-6826.



November 8 at 7:00 p.m. “Color Me Stress Free” You may know what stress is, but do you
know how to recognize and manage it? Did you know that stress can accelerate many
aspects of the aging process? This interactive program was developed to educate you about
stress and how coloring can help you stay healthy!



November 7 at 1:00 p.m. & December 11 at 5:00 p.m. “Get Checking” Want to open a
checking or savings account? This workshop includes the following topics: Introduction to
Get Checking; Choosing an Account Right for You; Managing Your Account; Keys to
Successful Money Management; Credit.

Urban Agriculture Certificate Program Purdue Extension – Allen County is hosting the new Urban
Agriculture Certificate Program starting on Saturday, Nov. 11, from 8 a.m. to noon at the
extension office. This yearlong program will feature 13 classroom sessions from Nov. 11 to April
7, 2018 and four farm tours during the growing season. Program fees are $350 per person and
certificates are awarded to those completing all course requirements. More information and
registration is located at http://www.digitaleducation.purdue.edu/urbanagfw. Please direct
questions about the program to James Wolff, agricultural and natural resources extension
educator, jmwolff@purdue.edu.
Purdue Extension Holiday Blooms Fundraiser The Allen County Office of the Purdue Extension
Service is holding a Holiday Blooms Fundraiser to help keep Extension connected and growing.
Poinsettia plants in 6” pots with 5-7 blooms will be available for $16 each in Red, Marble and
White as well as florist grade 4-5” Christmas Cactus in 4” pots for $8 each available in red and
white. Orders with payment must be placed by 12 noon on Tuesday, November 14, to the
Extension Office. Pick up will be Friday, December 1, from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. at the Purdue
Extension—Allen County Office at 4001 Crescent Ave on the IPFW campus. Order forms are
available online at www.extension.purdue.edu/allen. Any questions, please call Vickie J. Hadley,
CFCS, CPFFE at 260-481-6826 or e-mail hadleyv@purdue.edu.
Please mark your calendars for Monday, December 4, 6:00 p.m. for the Allen County Purdue
Extension Annual Board Meeting
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Employee News
The Latest News About YOU!

Awards & Achievements

 Allen County Community Corrections Programs Facilitator Ryan
Meredith participated and graduated from the 80 week leadership
development curriculum for Criminal Justice professionals, sponsored by
the Indiana Department of Correction.

Promotions


Samuel Jarrell and Alexandra Schutta were promoted to Court Records Deputy IV positions within
the Allen County Clerk of the Courts office.

Retirements


Martha Alsgaard retired from the Allen County Clerk of the Courts office on September 29.

Weddings


Samuel Jarrell with the Clerk of the Courts office and Kathryn Eicher were married on October 7.

Births

 Stacy Kinder with the Allen County Prosecutor’s office and her husband, Kip,
welcomed daughter Riley June Kinder, on August 20.

Condolences



Our sincere condolences to the family of ACCDC Office Manager Angie Bjorge who passed away on
Oct. 18.

 We also offer condolences to the family and friends of Capt. Eric Balliet,
who served in the Allen County Sheriff’s Reserve, was a county deputy coroner,
and was a 19-year veteran of the Fort Wayne Fire Department. Capt. Balliet
passed away on Sept. 27 during a training session with the fire department.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you’d like others in County
Government to know about? How about a significant achievement or award? Has there
been a special event that’s taken place in the life of an employee they’d like to share? Then
send an email to michael.green@allencounty.us and we’ll put it in The ACE!
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County
Happenings

If your department is celebrating an
accomplishment or doing something good
in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next
edition!

On October 5, 1,200 youth care
professionals from around the
region attended the 28th Annual
Conference on Youth at the
Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum. The conference was
put on by Superior Court's Great
Kids Make Great Communities
program.

Allen Superior Court Judges David
Avery and Wendy Davis were
among 41 judicial officers from
across Indiana to take part in
2017 Constitution Day
celebrations on Sept. 15.

On Oct. 18, the Indiana Criminal
Justice Association honored Allen
County Community Corrections by
naming ACCC Program of the Year
for 2017. ICJA is a professionalmember association that focuses
on the enrichment of criminal
justice professions and building
connections within the Indiana
Criminal Justice System.

The Billie Rykard Memorial Bridge
was dedicated on Sept. 18,
honoring the late president of the
Belle Vista/Allendale
Neighborhood Association. Friends
and family gathered as the Allen
County Commissioners unveiled
two signs dedicating the bridge
across the Fairfield Ditch.
Woodburn, Leo-Cedarville and Aboite
Township were hosts for our “County
Night Out” meetings during September
and October. “County Night Out” allows
citizens the chance to meet the
Commissioners and other elected officials
and get information about programs and
services offered by various County
departments. We’re grateful to all county
government departments and elected
officials who participated in the events.
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About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter is electronically
published every other month by the Allen County Public
Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries may be sent to:
The Allen County Commissioners Office, c/o The ACE,
200 E. Berry St., Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
W E’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW. ALLENCOUNTY. US

Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Facebook,
and

Twitter,
YouTube

For offices that wish to participate,
there will be Trick or Treating
at Citizens Square
for children or grandchildren of City
and County employees
Tuesday, October 31
2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

